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WHAT ABOUT “WORKS”? (EPHESIANS 2:1-10) 

A. BEFORE WE KNEW CHRIST WE WERE SPIRITUALLY DEAD (2:1-3) 

1. Being spiritually dead we lived "like the rest of the world." This refers to the world's accepted, but 

immoral, lifestyles and godless motives.  

2. Being spiritually dead we followed "the ruler of the kingdom of the air." This ruler is Satan. The passage 

focuses on Satan's reality as an evil power with a certain amount of control in the world.  

3. Being spiritually dead we were enslaved to the sinful nature. This is the third mark of unbelievers, "all of 

us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its 

desires and thoughts. 

 

B. WE ARE NOW SPIRITUALLY ALIVE BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT LOVE FOR US (2:4-7) 

1. We are now spiritually alive because of his great love for us We are spiritually alive because of God’s 

grace. 

2. We are spiritually alive because of God’s grace. 



  

3. Because of this God seated us with Christ. 

Ephesians 2:1-3 Before we were… Ephesians 2:4-7 Afterward we are… 

Spiritually dead (corpse) 

Directed by the world and Satan 

Dominated by “flesh”  

Objects of God’s wrath 

Spiritually alive 

Raised up with Christ 

Seated with Christ 

Objects of God’s grace and kindness 

C. UNDERSTANDING FAITH AND WORKS (2:8-10) 

1. Grace is a new domain in which and by which we live (Rom. 15:15, 16:20). 

2. Faith is believing something in the absence of proof (Heb. 11:1). 

3. Because we are saved we are now called to do good works (Jas. 2:14-26). 

D. QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND FURTHER STUDY 

1. What constitutes good works? List some examples. 

 

2. Matthew 5:14-16 instructs us to let our light shine before others so they may see our good works. Yet, 

Matthew 6:1 tells us to be careful not to do our 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. 

How can we resolve this apparent conflict? 

 


