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Part 1: Introduction

A) Why Study End Times?

Eschatology is the branch of theology that deals with end times or last things—including
death, judgment, the return of Christ, resurrection, the millennium, and the final state of
humanity.

It matters because it:
¢ Strengthens your faith — Knowing God's plan gives us confidence and hope.

¢ Guides you to holy living — “Since everything will be destroyed...what kind of people
ought you to be?” (2 Peter 3:11)

¢ Encourages your perseverance — Believers endure suffering with eyes fixed on
eternal glory (Romans 8:18).

¢« Protects you from error— Many false teachings exploit misunderstandings of the
end times.

¢ Shapes your worldview — Helps Christians live with an eternal perspective and
urgency for evangelism.

B) How to Properly Interpret Apocalyptic Literature in the Bible

Apocalyptic literature reveals divine mysteries, often through symbolism, visions, and
imagery, and is found in books like Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah, Revelation, and portions
of Matthew 24-25.

Principles for Interpretation:
1. Contextis key — Understand historical and literary context.

2. Let Scripture interpret Scripture — Use clear passages to interpret symbolic ones.




Look for repeated patterns and symbols — Numbers (e.g., 7, 12, 1,000), beasts,
horns often have symbolic meaning.

Don’t over-literalize — Not every detail is meant to be interpreted literally.

Discern genre — Apocalyptic is different from narrative or epistle; it’s highly visual
and metaphorical.

Focus on the main message - Victory of God, judgment of evil, and hope for the
faithful.

C) Key Future Events (Generally Agreed Upon by Most Views)

Note: The sequence and interpretation may vary depending on theological perspective

(Premillennial, Amillennial, Postmillennial, etc.).

1.

2.

10.

The Return of Christ (Second Coming) —Acts 1:11; Revelation 19:11-16
Resurrection of the dead - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; John 5:28-29
Final Judgment — Revelation 20:11-15; Matthew 25:31-46

New Heaven and New Earth — Revelation 21:1-5; Isaiah 65:17

The Rapture (disputed timing) — 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (viewed differently by
various camps)

The Tribulation — Matthew 24:21; Revelation 6-18

The Millennium - Revelation 20:1-6 (literal or symbolic depending on view)
Binding/Release of Satan — Revelation 20:1-10

Destruction of evil — Revelation 20:10; 2 Thessalonians 2:8

Eternal states of the saved and unsaved — Heaven or Hell (Revelation 21:8; 22:14~
15)

D) How to Respond to Differing Views of Future Events

The Church has historically held varied interpretations of eschatological events. While

disagreements exist, unity and humility are essential.

Grace-Filled Responses:

1. Affirm core truths - Christis returning, evil will be judged, and God's kingdom will

prevail.




2. Promote unity in essentials — Avoid division over secondary matters (Romans 14:1-5).

3. Listen and learn from others — Eschatology has multiple credible viewpoints from
faithful Christians.

4. Be a Berean - Examine the Scriptures for yourself (Acts 17:11).
5. Letlove lead - Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up (1 Corinthians 8:1).

6. Avoid sensationalism - Don’t be distracted by date-setting or fear-driven speculation.

E. Reflection Questions

¢ What hope does the study of end times (eschatology) give you today?
¢ How can studying end times help you live more purposefully?

e Areyou more focused on timelines or on faithfulness?

F. Where to Get More Information

Things to Come by J. Dwight Pentecost
¢ Perspective: Classic Dispensational Premillennialism

¢ Summary: A scholarly and systematic treatment of biblical prophecy, covering the
Rapture, Tribulation, Millennial Kingdom, and more.

¢ Description: Comprehensive and authoritative—often used in seminaries.

The Late Great Planet Earth by Hal Lindsey
¢ Perspective: Dispensational Premillennialism (popular-level)

¢ Summary: Interprets biblical prophecy in light of 20th-century events, predicting
signs of the end times.

¢ Description: A bestselling phenomenon in the 1970s, it brought prophecy into pop
culture.

Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem (Chapter 54: “The Return of Christ: When and
How?”)

¢ Perspective: Historic Premillennialism (with openness to multiple views)
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Summary: While not exclusively about eschatology, Grudem devotes significant
space to end-times issues like the millennium, tribulation, rapture, and final

judgment.

Description: Clear, balanced, and widely used in both academic and church

settings.

Major Bible Prophecies by John F. Walvoord

Perspective: Dispensational Premillennialism

Summary: Surveys 37 major biblical prophecies, focusing on how they relate to the

end times.

Description: Offers accessible insights from a leading voice in conservative

evangelical eschatology.

The Revelation of Jesus Christ by John F. Walvoord

Perspective: Dispensational Premillennialism

Summary: A verse-by-verse commentary on the book of Revelation, interpreting it
from a pretribulational, premillennial viewpoint.

Description: A classic commentary trusted by pastors and prophecy teachers.

The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook by John F. Walvoord

Perspective: Dispensational

Summary: Contains concise entries on over 1,000 prophetic passages in the Bible

with interpretive commentary.

Description: A valuable reference for Bible teachers and prophecy students.

Charting the End Times by Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice

Perspective: Pretribulational Dispensationalism




¢ Summary: Avisual, chart-based guide to the timeline and key events of biblical
prophecy.

e« Description: Easy to understand and ideal for visual learners and group studies.

Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy by J. Barton Payne (1973)
¢ Perspective: Historic Premillennialist (Post-Tribulationalist)

¢ Summary: A well-regarded reference work that systematically catalogs and explains
key biblical prophecies across both Old and New Testaments.

¢« Description. This book is often praised for its comprehensive and scholarly
treatment of prophecy, making it a go-to resource for students and teachers of
eschatology.




TEACHING GUIDE

Teaching Guide: How to Respond to Differing Views of Future Events (Eschatology)

Main Theme: Unity and humility in the face of diverse end-times interpretations within the
Church.

Lesson Title: How to Respond to Differing Views of Future Events
Theme Verse: Romans 14:1-5; 1 Corinthians 8:1; Acts 17:11
Lesson Objectives:
¢ Recognize the diversity of views within Christian eschatology.
¢ Respond with grace, humility, and love to those with differing views.
¢ Encourage unity in essential doctrines and charity in secondary matters.

¢ Inspire personal Bible study and discernment.

l. Introduction (5-7 min)
e Briefly define eschatology: The study of end-time events.
¢ Acknowledge the wide range of eschatological views held by faithful Christians.
¢ Emphasize the importance of grace and unity.

Discussion Prompt: Have you ever encountered a different view of the end times? How did
you respond?

Il. Core Teaching Points (30-35 min)
1. Affirm Core Truths
e Jesusiscomingagain (John 14:3; Acts 1:11).
e Evilwill be judged (Revelation 20:11-15).
e God’s kingdom will be established (Revelation 21-22).

Application: Focus on gospel-centered hope and mission.




2. Promote Unity in Essentials
¢ Romans 14:1-5 urges tolerance in disputable matters.
¢ Encourage majoring on the majors, not dividing over minor interpretations.

Quote: "In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity."

3. Listen and Learn from Others
e Recognize that devout, Bible-believing Christians hold differing views.
¢ Humble listening can deepen understanding and fellowship.

Encouragement: Explore various positions: Premillennialism, Amillennialism, Preterism,
etc.

4. Be a Berean (Acts 17:11)
¢ Encourage personal Bible study.
e« Testeveryteaching against the Scriptures.
¢ Avoid blindly following tradition or personality-driven doctrine.

Activity Idea: Compare interpretations of Matthew 24 or Revelation 20 in small groups.

5. Let Love Lead (1 Corinthians 8:1)
¢ Knowledge can lead to pride; love edifies.
¢ Respond with grace, not arrogance or sarcasm.

Reflection: Does your view of the end times make you more loving and Christlike?

6. Avoid Sensationalism
¢ Matthew 24:36 warns against date-setting.

e Sensationalism breeds fear, not faith.




e Stay gospel-focused and mission-minded.

Application: Don’t allow timelines or charts to distract from evangelism and discipleship.

l1l. Group Discussion Questions (10-15 min)
1. What essential beliefs about the end times can all Christians agree on?
2. How can we better show love to those who disagree with our eschatological views?
3. Whyisitimportant to study the Bible for yourself regarding future events?

4. How might our view of the end times affect our present-day living and priorities?

IV. Conclusion and Challenge (5 min)
¢ Emphasize the coming of Christ, not the chart.
¢ Call participants to gospel-centered hope, humility, and holiness.
¢ Encourage everyone to be ready for Christ’s return, whenever it happens.

Memory Verse: Romans 14:19 - "Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to
peace and to mutual edification."
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