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    PERSPECTIVES 
TOPIC NO. 6: MIRACLE GIFTS-ARE THEY FOR 

TODAY? 

Mike Taylor                                     Monday Night Bible Fellowship                       www.TaylorNotes.Info 
  

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Miracles have always stirred awe, controversy, and questions. From the parting of the Red Sea to 
the raising of the dead, miraculous acts of God have validated His messengers and revealed His 
power. But what about today? Are these miraculous gifts—like healing, speaking in tongues, and 
prophecy—still at work in the Church? Or did they cease with the apostles? As believers seek to 
discern the movement of the Spirit in a skeptical and supernatural-hungry world, we must turn to 
the Scriptures to understand whether miracle gifts are part of our present calling or a past 
phenomenon. The answer we land on has far-reaching implications for worship, evangelism, and 
daily Christian living. 

II. LIST OF MIRACLE GIFTS WITH DEFINITIONS 

The “miracle gifts” (sometimes called sign gifts) are generally considered to be: 

1. Healing – The supernatural ability to restore physical, emotional, or mental health (Acts 
3:6–8; 1 Corinthians 12:9). 

2. Miracles (Workings of Power) – The ability to perform acts that supersede natural laws 
(e.g., raising the dead, controlling nature) (1 Corinthians 12:10; Acts 5:12). 

3. Prophecy – Speaking forth God’s message with divine authority, sometimes foretelling 
future events (1 Corinthians 14:1–3). 

4. Tongues – Speaking in a language unknown to the speaker, either earthly or heavenly, for 
the edification of the Church or evangelism (Acts 2:4–11; 1 Corinthians 12:10). 

5. Interpretation of Tongues – The supernatural ability to interpret a message spoken in 
tongues (1 Corinthians 12:10). 
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6. Discernment of Spirits – The ability to distinguish between the Holy Spirit, demonic 
influence, and human spirits (1 Corinthians 12:10). 

III. THE CESSATIONIST VIEW: WHY SOME BELIEVE MIRACLE GIFTS 
CEASED 

Cessationism is the belief that miracle gifts ceased after the apostolic age. Arguments include: 

1. Scriptural Sufficiency – With the completion of the New Testament canon, there's no further 
need for revelatory gifts like prophecy or tongues (2 Timothy 3:16–17). 

2. Temporary Function – Miracle gifts served as a sign to authenticate the apostles and the 
early church’s message (Hebrews 2:3–4; 2 Corinthians 12:12). 

3. 1 Corinthians 13:8–10 – “Tongues will cease... when the perfect comes.” Cessationists 
interpret “the perfect” as the completed canon of Scripture. 

4. Church History – Writings from early church fathers (e.g., Chrysostom, Augustine) suggest 
that miraculous gifts had ceased by the early centuries of the church. 

5. Abuses and Counterfeits – Cessationists argue that modern expressions of miracle gifts are 
often emotionally driven, disorderly, or inconsistent with biblical models. 

IV. THE CONTINUATIONIST VIEW: WHY SOME BELIEVE MIRACLE 
GIFTS CONTINUE 

Continuationism teaches that all spiritual gifts, including miracle gifts, are still operative today. 
Arguments include: 

1. No Explicit Scriptural End – The New Testament never directly states that gifts would cease 
before Christ’s return (1 Corinthians 1:7; 1 Corinthians 13:10 – with “the perfect” interpreted 
as Christ’s second coming). 

2. Acts as a Model – The Book of Acts is not just descriptive but prescriptive—a model for 
Spirit-empowered ministry throughout the Church Age. 

3. Global Testimony – In many parts of the world (especially in the Global South), reports of 
miracles, healings, and prophetic experiences continue, often accompanying evangelism. 

4. Church Edification – The gifts are for the edification of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 
14:3–5, 12), and the need for such edification remains. 

5. Holy Spirit’s Ongoing Work – Continuationists argue that limiting the Spirit’s work today 
puts God in a box and restricts how He chooses to manifest His power. 
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V. RELIGIOUS GROUPS ASSOCIATED WITH EACH VIEW 

A. Cessationist Groups: 

• Reformed Churches (e.g., Presbyterian Church in America) 

• Southern Baptist Convention (many, but not all) 

• Some Evangelical Free and Bible Churches 

• Traditional Anglicans 

B. Continuationist Groups: 

• Pentecostal denominations (e.g., Assemblies of God, Church of God) 

• Charismatic movements within mainline denominations 

• Third Wave churches (e.g., Vineyard, Bethel) 

• Some independent evangelical churches 

VI. WHAT’S YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON THIS ISSUE? 

The topic of miracle gifts is not merely academic—it shapes your view of God, Scripture, and the 
life of the Church. So, what do you believe? Are these gifts a powerful reality still active today, or 
were they specific to a foundational era in church history? As you weigh Scripture, history, and 
personal experience, ask the Holy Spirit for discernment and humility. Your conclusion should lead 
to worship, a deeper love for truth, and a greater desire to glorify God—whether by boldly 
praying for miracles or faithfully trusting in His Word alone. 

Reflection Questions: 

1. What is your personal experience with or exposure to miracle gifts? 

2. How does your view of the gifts affect your prayer life or church involvement? 
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3. Are you open to revisiting your position in light of Scripture? 

VII. WHERE TO GET MORE INFORMATION 

A. Books – Cessationist View 

• "Charismatic Chaos" – John MacArthur 
A detailed critique of the Char ismatic movement from a Cessationist perspective. 

• "Strange Fire" – John MacArthur 
An expanded and more recent work emphasizing the dangers of what he sees as 
unbiblical manifestations of the Spirit. 

• "Counterfeit Miracles" – B.B. Warfield 
A classic Reformed defense of Cessationism rooted in historical and scriptural arguments. 

• "Are Miraculous Gifts for Today?: Four Views" – Edited by Wayne Grudem 
Includes a Cessationist view by Richard B. Gaffin Jr., with responses from other scholars. 

B. Books – Continuationist View 

• "Surprised by the Power of the Spirit" – Jack Deere 
A former Dallas Seminary professor shares how he came to believe the gifts are for today. 

• "The Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts" – Max Turner 
A scholarly yet accessible work showing the biblical basis for ongoing spiritual gifts. 

• "Are Miraculous Gifts for Today?: Four Views" – Edited by Wayne Grudem 
Includes Continuationist views by Wayne Grudem and Sam Storms. 

• "Practicing the Power: Welcoming the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in Your Life" – Sam Storms 
A practical and theological guide to using spiritual gifts wisely and biblically. 

 


	I.  Introduction
	II. List of Miracle Gifts with Definitions
	III. The Cessationist View: Why Some Believe Miracle Gifts Ceased
	IV. The Continuationist View: Why Some Believe Miracle Gifts Continue
	V. Religious Groups Associated with Each View
	A. Cessationist Groups:
	B. Continuationist Groups:

	VI. WHAT’S YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON THIS ISSUE?
	VII. Where to Get More Information
	A. Books – Cessationist View
	B. Books – Continuationist View


