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PART 31: PAUL IN CAESAREA, PT 1 
ACTS 23:12-24:27 

Mike Taylor                                                                                                            www.TaylorNotes.Info/monday 

 

SUMMARY 

I. THE PLOT TO KILL PAUL (23:12-22)  

A. In Jerusalem about 40 zealous Jews plot to kill Paul (23:12-15) 

1. A group of zealous Jews went to the Sanhedrin, primarily to the Sadducees 

who opposed Paul, to get them to ask the Roman tribune (Claudius Lysias1) 

to have Paul brought back for further questioning. 

2. They were plotting to ambush and kill Paul on his way to the Jewish council. 

B. Paul’s nephew learns of the plot which was passed on to the Roman 

tribune (23:16-22) 

1. Paul’s nephew hears of this ambush and goes to Paul to inform him of what 

is about to happen  

2. Since Paul was not under arrest but merely in protective custody, he was 

able to receive visitors. 

 
1 See Acts 23:26. 
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3. Paul then told a centurion to take his nephew to the tribune so he could also 

be informed of this ambush. 

II. PAUL SENT TO FELIX THE GOVERNOR (23:23-35) 

A. The Roman tribune orders to have Paul escorted, under heavy guard, up 

to Felix in Caesarea  

1. To foil the conspirator’s plot, avoid a potentially explosive confrontation with 

the Jews, and save Paul’s life, Lysias realized he had to get the apostle out 

of Jerusalem and to his superior, Governor Felix in Caesarea. 

2. The heavy escort consisted of 200 soldiers, 70 horsemen, and 200 spearmen 

showing how seriously Lysias viewed this plot against Paul. 

3. Paul was then taken out of Jerusalem at the third hour of the night (9:00 pm). 

B. The Roman tribune’s letter to Felix (23:26-30) 

1. Claudius Lysias, the Roman tribune, sends a letter to Felix the Governor 

explaining the details of Paul’s situation.  

2. He also ordered his accusers to come before Felix to state their case against 

Paul. 

C. Paul presented to Felix (23:31-35) 

1. The soldiers delivered Paul and the accompanying letter to Felix. 

2. Felix agrees to give a hearing but only after his accusers arrive.  

3. Paul is guarded in Herod’s Praetorium, which was Felix’s official residence in 

Caesarea. 

III. PAUL BEFORE FELIX AT CAESAREA (24:1-21) 

A. The Jews from Jerusalem present their case against Paul to Felix (24:1-

9) 

1. Ananias, the high priest, some elders (important leaders of the Sanhedrin), 

and a spokesperson (Tertullus) presented their case against Paul. 

2. Tertullus was possibly a Roman, but more likely a Hellenistic Jew. 

3. The second charge brought against Paul was heresy intended to portray 

Paul as a leader of a messianic sect posing a danger to Rome. 
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B. Paul gives his defense to Felix (24:10-21) 

1. Unlike Tertullus, Paul did not flatter Felix but reminded him of his 

acquaintance with Jewish laws, customs, and beliefs. Felix was thus bound 

to give a just verdict. 

2. Paul points out that none of the accusations against him were provable. He 

explains that he was brought before Felix because he believed in the 

resurrection of the dead. 

3. Belief in the resurrection was not a crime under either Jewish or Roman law, 

nor was Paul responsible for the long-standing feud between the Sadducees 

and the Pharisees that erupted into open dissension when he made his 

statement. 

 

IV. PAUL KEPT IN CUSTODY (24:22-27) 

A. Felix puts Paul into custody until more information can be obtained 

(24:22-23) 

1. Felix, who apparently was familiar with “the Way,” decided to wait until the 

Roman tribune (Lysias) arrives from Jerusalem. 

2. Paul is kept in custody but has some liberties, being able to meet with friends. 

B. Paul called to testify before Felix (24:24-27) 

1. After some time, Felix, and his Jewish wife Drusilla, had Paul meet with them 

to further explain his faith in Christ Jesus. 

2. Felix was hoping that Paul would give him some money for his release. 

3. After two years Felix was superseded by Porcius Festus who kept Paul in 

prison to keep peace with the Jews 

 


