DANIEL'S VISION OF THE GREAT
WAR

Chapter 11: The Description of the Great War

THE MAIN IDEA: Chapters 10, 11 and 12 in the Book of Daniel make up Daniel's
final vision, describing a series of conflicts between the unnamed "King of the North"
and "King of the South" leading to the "time of the end", when Israel will be vindicated
and the dead raised, some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting

contempt.!

This is the last and longest of Daniel’s visions and can be seen in three parts:2

1 Chapters 10-12 comprise one vision which was mistakenly broken into three chapters. Chapter divisions were
not made until 1205 AD by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Stephen Langton (1150-1228).
https: //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapters_and verses_of the Bible. Accessed November 17, 2020.

2 (Duck and Richards 259)
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e Chapter 10: An introduction to the vision of a great war
e Chapter 11: The description of the coming great war

e Chapter 12: The timing of the great war

Chapter 11 is the vision itself: The man explains: there will be four kings of Persia,
and the last will make war on Greece. After him will come a great king, but that king's
empire will be broken up. There will be wars and marriages between the kings of the
South and the North (described in great detail), and the king of the North will
desecrate the Temple and set up "the abomination that causes desolation” (11:31).
At the end-time there will be a war between the king of the South and the king of the
North, and the king of the North will meet his end "between the sea and the Holy

Mountain.”

A. WHAT TO WATCH FOR

Daniel’s vision
(Chapters 10-12)
R
{5 North-South Wars (Future Jesus’ 2nd
~331-146 BC Tribulation) Coming
Present Peace
age forever
Antiochus IV Antichrist
Epiphanes (Jews persecuted/
(Jews persecuted/ temple desecrated)
temple desecrated)

Figure 1: The Great Wars of Daniel Chapters 10-12

Notice the amazing details of this prophecy, so much so that some individuals
believe it was written much later than 536 BC. It only demonstrates God'’s

sovereignty is revealing future events in such detail.
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B. BACKGROUND

Chapter 11 continues where chapter 10 left off, the angel is still speaking with
Daniel by the Tigress River. Daniel is now ready to receive this message.

This chapter has two parts:

® The first partis Daniel 11:1-35 covers the time from Darius the Mede (chapter
6) until Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.).

® The second part, Daniel 11:36 to 12:2 seems to cover the last Gentile ruler,
who is in power at the return of Messiah. Toward the conclusion of the
prophecy, the vision seems to shift focus and address a situation that
transcends the persecution under Antiochus IV, and thus the remainder of the
chapter is often thought to deal with the “Antichrist” (taken by many as the
figure in 2 Thess. 2:3-4; Rev. 13:5-8). Though Antiochus IV was powerful, he
was able to do as he wills only up to a point. It is also doubtful that he fulfilled
the prophecy in verses 37-38.3

The period of time between the Antiochus IV and the rise of the last ruler is glossed
over in Daniel 11:33-35. Daniel 11:36 emerges with the last Gentile King to the
coming of the Messiah, who is the stone which crushes the feet of the composite man
in Daniel 2.

Daniel chapter 11 gives a detailed history of the transitions of kingdoms from time
of Darius until the time of Antiochus IV. This detailed history has caused skeptics of
the Bible to dismiss the accuracy as written after the fact. Porphyry a third century
pagan attacked the book of Daniel as a Maccabean forgery. Jerome responded with
his own commentary on the book of Daniel, defending its 5thcentury B.C.
authorship. The detailed history forces the reader to come to one of two conclusions,
either the book of Daniel was supernaturally inspired by God, who revealed to Daniel
the history of nations before the event, or Daniel was written by a lying imposter who
claimed to be a 5t century B.C. prophet.

Along these two lines has war waged around the book of Daniel, as skeptics of the
Bible and the supernatural refuse to accept the possibility of events being revealed
before their occurrence.

3 (ESV Crossway Bibles 1616, notes on 11:36-38)
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C. DANIEL CHAPTER 11 (NIV)

The Kings of the South and the North (11:1-34)

"And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I took my stand to support and protect
him.) 2"Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will arise in Persia, and then
a fourth, who will be far richer than all the others. When he has gained power by his
wealth, he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece. 3 Then a mighty king
will arise, who will rule with great power and do as he pleases. * After he has arisen,
his empire will be broken up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. It will
not go to his descendants, nor will it have the power he exercised, because his empire
will be uprooted and given to others. > "The king of the South will become strong, but
one of his commanders will become even stronger than he and will rule his own
kingdom with great power. ¢ After some years, they will become allies. The daughter
of the king of the South will go to the king of the North to make an alliance, but she
will not retain her power, and he and his power will not last. In those days she will be
betrayed, together with her royal escort and her father and the one who supported
her. 7 "One from her family line will arise to take her place. He will attack the forces
of the king of the North and enter his fortress; he will fight against them and be
victorious. 8 He will also seize their gods, their metal images and their valuable
articles of silver and gold and carry them off to Egypt. For some years he will leave
the king of the North alone. ° Then the king of the North will invade the realm of the
king of the South but will retreat to his own country. 1° His sons will prepare for war
and assemble a great army, which will sweep on like an irresistible flood and carry
the battle as far as his fortress. 11 "Then the king of the South will march out in a rage
and fight against the king of the North, who will raise a large army, but it will be
defeated. 12 When the army is carried off, the king of the South will be filled with pride
and will slaughter many thousands, yet he will not remain triumphant. 13 For the king
of the North will muster another army, larger than the first; and after several years,
he will advance with a huge army fully equipped. * "In those times many will rise
against the king of the South. Those who are violent among your own people will rebel
in fulfillment of the vision, but without success. !> Then the king of the North will
come and build up siege ramps and will capture a fortified city. The forces of the South
will be powerless to resist; even their best troops will not have the strength to stand.
16 The invader will do as he pleases; no one will be able to stand against him. He will
establish himself in the Beautiful Land and will have the power to destroy it. 17 He
will determine to come with the might of his entire kingdom and will make an alliance
with the king of the South. And he will give him a daughter in marriage in order to
overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not succeed or help him. 18 Then he will
turn his attention to the coastlands and will take many of them, but a commander will
put an end to his insolence and will turn his insolence back on him. 19 After this, he
will turn back toward the fortresses of his own country but will stumble and fall, to
be seen no more. 20 "His successor will send out a tax collector to maintain the royal
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splendor. In a few years, however, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger or in battle.
21 "He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not been given the honor
of royalty. He will invade the kingdom when its people feel secure, and he will seize it
through intrigue. 22 Then an overwhelming army will be swept away before him; both
it and a prince of the covenant will be destroyed. 23 After coming to an agreement
with him, he will act deceitfully, and with only a few people he will rise to power. 24
When the richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them and will achieve what
neither his fathers nor his forefathers did. He will distribute plunder, loot and wealth
among his followers. He will plot the overthrow of fortresses-- but only for a time. 25
"With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage against the king of the
South. The king of the South will wage war with a large and very powerful army, but
he will not be able to stand because of the plots devised against him. 26 Those who
eat from the king's provisions will try to destroy him; his army will be swept away,
and many will fall in battle. 27 The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at
the same table and lie to each other, but to no avail, because an end will still come at
the appointed time. 28 The king of the North will return to his own country with great
wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy covenant. He will take action against
it and then return to his own country. 29 "At the appointed time he will invade the
South again, but this time the outcome will be different from what it was before. 30
Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will lose heart. Then he will
turn back and vent his fury against the holy covenant. He will return and show favor
to those who forsake the holy covenant. 3! "His armed forces will rise up to desecrate
the temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the
abomination that causes desolation. 32 With flattery he will corrupt those who have
violated the covenant, but the people who know their God will firmly resist him. 33
"Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the sword
or be burned or captured or plundered. 34 When they fall, they will receive a little
help, and many who are not sincere will join them." (Dan. 11:1-34 NIV)

Distress No. 1 Antiochus Epiphanes IV (11:21-35)

"He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not been given the honor
of royalty. He will invade the kingdom when its people feel secure, and he will seize it
through intrigue. 22 Then an overwhelming army will be swept away before him; both
it and a prince of the covenant will be destroyed. 23 After coming to an agreement
with him, he will act deceitfully, and with only a few people he will rise to power. 24
When the richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them and will achieve what
neither his fathers nor his forefathers did. He will distribute plunder, loot and wealth
among his followers. He will plot the overthrow of fortresses-- but only for a time. 25
"With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage against the king of the
South. The king of the South will wage war with a large and very powerful army, but
he will not be able to stand because of the plots devised against him. 26 Those who
eat from the king's provisions will try to destroy him; his army will be swept away,
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and many will fall in battle. 27 The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at
the same table and lie to each other, but to no avail, because an end will still come at
the appointed time. 28 The king of the North will return to his own country with great
wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy covenant. He will take action against
it and then return to his own country. 2° "At the appointed time he will invade the
South again, but this time the outcome will be different from what it was before. 30
Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will lose heart. Then he will
turn back and vent his fury against the holy covenant. He will return and show favor
to those who forsake the holy covenant. 3! "His armed forces will rise up to desecrate
the temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the
abomination that causes desolation. 32 With flattery he will corrupt those who have
violated the covenant, but the people who know their God will firmly resist him. 33
"Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the sword
or be burned or captured or plundered. 3* When they fall, they will receive a little
help, and many who are not sincere will join them. 35 Some of the wise will stumble,
so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for
it will still come at the appointed time." (Dan. 11:21-35 NIV)

Distress No. 2: The Antichrist of the Future Tribulation (11:36-45)

"The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god
and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will be successful until the
time of wrath is completed, for what has been determined must take place. 37 He will
show no regard for the gods of his ancestors or for the one desired by women, nor
will he regard any god, but will exalt himself above them all. 38 Instead of them, he
will honor a god of fortresses; a god unknown to his ancestors he will honor with gold
and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. 39 He will attack the mightiest
fortresses with the help of a foreign god and will greatly honor those who
acknowledge him. He will make them rulers over many people and will distribute the
land at a price. %0 "At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in
battle, and the king of the North will storm out against him with chariots and cavalry
and a great fleet of ships. He will invade many countries and sweep through them like
a flood. 4! He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many countries will fall, but Edom,
Moab and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered from his hand. 42 He will extend his
power over many countries; Egypt will not escape. 43 He will gain control of the
treasures of gold and silver and all the riches of Egypt, with the Libyans and Cushites
in submission. 44 But reports from the east and the north will alarm him, and he will
set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many. 45 He will pitch his royal tents
between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. Yet he will come to his end, and no
one will help him. "
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D. CHAPTER SUMMARY

Chapter 11 can also be viewed as two distresses on Israel followed by a future
delivery when Jesus returns. The “delivery” will be described in Chapter 12

DISTRESS #1 DISTRESS #2 DELIVERY
Antiochus Epiphanes IV . The Arfrichr\'s_t - Second Coming of Jesus
(175-164 BC) (Future Tribulation) Christ
(Future)
Dan. 11:21-35 Dan. 11:36-45 Dan. 12:1-2, 13

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why do some people believe the prophecies in Chapter 11 could not have been
made by Daniel in 536 BC?

2. Why do you suppose there are so many details in the Bible about these wars?

3. What similaries do you see between the king (Antiochus Epiphanes IV) in
verses 21-35 and the likely future Antichrist in verses 36-45?
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