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Paul was writing to the churches at Rome, the capital city of the nation that 

ruled the known world. It contained one of the most sophisticated cultures 

in the world, and at the same time, one of the most depraved. 

The sinful situation in the Western world today seems similar. Many people 

are surprised at the rapidity with which Western civilizations are departing 

from standards of biblical morality. This passage helps us understand why 

this is happening and also gives us God’s solution to stop the downward 

spiral of sin. 

A. KEY WORDS 

• Wrath (G. orgē) the divine reaction against evil, bringing judgment and punishment both 

historically and in the future wrath. 

• Unrighteousness (G. adika): a lack of conformity to God’s Law. It is termed “unrighteous” 

because it is an act that violates God’s biblical standards of right conduct. He demands 

that people be holy (obedient) in every area of life (1 Pet. 1:15-16).1 

• Gave them up/over (G. paradidōmi): To hand over. God’s abandonment of people to 

their sinful ways which result in harmful consequences (1:24, 26, 28 ESV, NIV).   

B. THE FOCUS OF GOD’S WRATH (1:18) 

God’s wrath is directed against the godlessness and wickedness of people, who 

deliberately suppress the truth about himself. God’s wrath is not like human wrath. God 

does not suspend His love, compassion, mercy, or kindness in the exercise of His wrath. 

Rather, His wrath toward the willful, persistent, and unrepentant sinner is a reflection of 

His settled and steadfast disposition of hating evil. In reality, God’s wrath is an expression 

of His love and holiness.  

C. THE REASONS FOR GOD’S WRATH (1:19-23)  

Although God is angry with all sinners (Psa. 7:11; 11:4-5), He is especially angry with 

people who, because they love their sin, deliberately and intentionally suppress the very 
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truth He shows them. For example, they suppress, ignore, or deny the revelation God 

gives of Himself through his creation (general revelation). 

Discussion 

What are the reasons for God’s wrath in this passage? 

 

 

D. THE RESULTS OF GOD’S WRATH (1:24-32) 

Paul now lists the specific sins that characterize the lives of those who suppress the truth 

about God, stop glorifying God as God, stop giving Him thanks, and exchange His glory 

for the glory of something else. 

As we look at the catalog of sins Paul lists, it becomes obvious that what began as a 

willful choice in the realm of the spirit and mind ultimately manifests itself in the body as 

well. 

Three times it says, “God gave them over” (Rom. 1:24,26,28). At a minimum, when God 

gives deliberate, persistent, unrepentant sinners over to their sin, it means God removes 

His gracious roadblocks which hindered their progress in sin. To those who refuse to say 

to Him, “Thy will be done,” God says to them, “Your will be done,” and allows mankind 

to pursue unimpeded a course of sinful self-destructiveness. 

Discussion 

1. To what specific things did God give them over? 

 

 

2. What resulted from this being “given over by God”? 

 

E. SUMMARY: THE FOUR STEPS OF THE DOWNWARD SPIRAL OF SIN 

• First, God reveals Himself through His created universe. 

• Second, mankind chooses to purposely ignore this revealed truth. 

• Third, they consequently stop glorifying God as God and stop giving Him thanks.  

• Fourth, mankind becomes “vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart is 

darkened.  

 

 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is God’s solution to stop this downward spiral of sin. 


