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LESSON 2: HOW TO FACE A SUDDEN CRISIS

Main Ideas: The first response to a sudden crisis is to seek God’s wisdom, care,
and guidance. Trust grows even stronger when the outcome of a crisis is unknown

INTRODUCTION

Daniel 2 and 3 place God’s people in situations they cannot control. In chapter 2, an
impossible royal demand threatens their lives. In chapter 3, a royal command forces
them to choose between worshiping an image and facing a furnace. Together, these
chapters show that God governs history—and that faithfulness means trusting Him
with both the outcome and the cost.

BACKGROUND & SETTING

Daniel and his friends were Jewish exiles serving in Babylon’s royal court. They now
lived under Nebuchadnezzar, a powerful king who expected unquestioning
obedience. Although they served him faithfully, their ultimate allegiance belonged to
God.

Chapter 2 reveals the limits of human wisdom and the certainty of God’s coming
kingdom. Chapter 3 reveals the limits of human authority and the courage of those
who refuse false worship. The text does not tell us how much time passed between
these events.

READ DANIEL CHAPTERS 2-3

CHAPTER 2

Nebuchadnezzar Has a Troubling Dream — verses 1-13

The king demands that his wise men reveal both his dream and its meaning,
threatening death if they fail.

Daniel Seeks God’s Help — verses 14-23
Daniel requests time, prays with his friends, and praises God for revealing the
mystery.
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Daniel Gives God the Credit — verses 24-30
Daniel approaches the king and explains that only God can reveal the dream.

Daniel Describes the King’s Dream — verses 31-35
A magnificent statue is shattered by a stone that becomes a mountain filling the
earth.

Daniel Explains the Dream’s Meaning — verses 36-45
Earthly kingdoms will rise and fall, but God will establish a kingdom that lasts forever.

The King Honors Daniel and His Friends — verses 46-49
Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges God’s greatness and promotes Daniel and his
friends.

CHAPTER 3
Nebuchadnezzar Commands Worship of a Golden Image — verses 1-7
Everyone must bow before the image or face death in a blazing furnace.

Daniel’s Friends Are Accused — verses 8-12
Officials report that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refuse to worship the king’s
gods or image.

The Three Friends Stand Firm — verses 13-18
They affirm that God can rescue them, but they will remain faithful even if He does
not.

The Three Friends Are Thrown into the Furnace — verses 19-23
The furious king orders them bound and cast into an intensely heated furnace.

God Delivers the Three Friends — verses 24-27
The king sees four figures walking in the fire, and the three friends emerge unharmed.

The King Honors Their God — verses 28-30
Nebuchadnezzar praises God for rescuing His servants and promotes the three
friends.

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What do Daniel’s actions, before, during, and after God revealed the dream’s
meaning, teach you about handling a sudden crisis?




2. How can Daniel Chapters 2-3 encourage someone who is going through a very
difficult time which never seems to end?

3. Fillin the “Description” for each section of the image in Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream. The “Represents” column will be done in class.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Represents
Image Description (to be donein class)
Head of Gold
Arms & Chest of
Silver

Waist/Thighs of
Brass

Legs of Iron

Feet of Iron & Clay

Rock




APPLICATION: WHEN FACING A SUDDEN CRISIS...

e Pray before you

e Place your

in God’s sovereignty.

e Practice

during an “endless crisis.”
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