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THE KING AND HIS 

KINGDOM 
 

Mike Taylor                                                                                                                                                   www.TaylorNotes.Info/monday 

Part 11 THE KING’S AUTHORITY OVER JERUSALEM 
(Matthew Chapter 21) 

I. MATTHEW CHAPTER 21 (NIV) 

A. MAIN IDEA 

Jesus’ authority over Jerusalem is revealed in his triumphal entry, his actions in the 

temple, the cursing of the fig tree, and the debates with the Jewish religious 

leaders. 

B. Jesus’ Triumphal Entry to Jerusalem (21:1-11) 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 

saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt 

by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and 

he will send them right away." 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 "Say to 

Daughter Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey.'" 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt 

and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while 

others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and 

those that followed shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord!" "Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and 

asked, "Who is this?" 11 The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." 
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Comments: Having just arrived in Bethpage Jesus would have no opportunity to 

make arrangements for the use of these animals. Yet he knows precisely the 

location of the animals and the disposition of the owners. Such detailed 

foreknowledge reveals his divine omniscience. Jesus purposely did not enter 

Jerusalem on a white horse symbolizing a military victory because he didn't want 

the people to confuse him with a previous victor by the name of Judas Maccabeus 

who drove out the Syrian army from Jerusalem. Nevertheless, the people shouted, 

“Hosanna” meaning “save us now” (from the Romans). Bible scholars put this event 

in the year AD 30. 

C. Jesus cleanses the Temple (21:12-17) 

Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables 

of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves.     13 "It is written," he said to them, "'My house 

will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making it 'a den of robbers.' " 14 The blind and the lame came 

to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the 

wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they 

were indignant. 16 "Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him. "Yes," replied Jesus, "have 

you never read, "'From the lips of children and infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise'?" 17 And he 

left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night. 

Comments: This is the second time Jesus cleansed the temple. The first time was at 

the beginning of his public ministry. Jesus regarded both the merchants and the 

customers as being guilty of desecrating the temple. By cleansing the temple Jesus 

was fulfilling the Old Testament prophecy in Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11 showing 

that the temple was intended to be a place of prayer not a place of business. 

D. Jesus curses the fig tree (21:18-22) 

18 Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hungry.19 Seeing a fig tree by the 

road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, "May you never bear fruit 

again!" Immediately the tree withered. 20 When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. "How did the fig 

tree wither so quickly?" they asked. 21 Jesus replied, "Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not 

only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into 

the sea,' and it will be done.  22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."  

Comments: Scripture often uses the fig tree as a symbol of Israel (Hosea 9:10; Joel 

1:7) and the barren fig tree often symbolizes divine judgment on Israel because of 

her spiritual fruitlessness despite an abundance of spiritual advantages. Jesus then 

turns to the subject of faith. Jesus’ statement here assumes that the thing requested 

is actually God's will since only God-given faith is so doubt free. He is speaking here 

figuratively about the immeasurable power of God unleashed in the lives of those 

with true faith. Jesus states if you believe you will receive whatever you ask for in 

prayer. However, we must remember that the request is be in accordance with 

God's will (1 John 5:14-15). 

E. Jesus’ authority is challenged by Jewish leaders (21:23-27) 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came to him. "By what authority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?" 

24 Jesus replied, "I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am 

doing these things.  25 John's baptism-- where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?" 

They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Then why didn't you 
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believe him?' 26 But if we say, 'Of human origin'-- we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was 

a prophet." 27 So they answered Jesus, "We don't know." Then he said, "Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things.  

Comments: these Jewish leaders are forced to acknowledge that he has some 

source of indisputable authority. His miracles were too obvious and numerous to 

be fraudulent. In these verses, Jesus catches the Jewish leaders in their own trap. 

They no doubt hope that he will answer by asserting that his authority comes 

directly from God. They then would accuse him of blasphemy and use the charge 

as an excuse to kill him as they have also attempted to do before. However, Jesus 

asks a question that places them in an impossible dilemma because John is widely 

revered by the people. They cannot affirm John's ministry without condemning 

themselves. And if they deny John's legitimacy, they fear the response of the 

people. In effect, Jesus exposes their own lack of any authority to examine him. 

F. The parable of the two sons (21:28-32) 

"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work 

today in the vineyard.'  29 "'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 30 "Then the 

father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go.  31 "Which 

of the two did what his father wanted?" "The first," they answered. Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the 

tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to 

show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. 

And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 

Comments: In this parable, Jesus is pointing out how a self-righteous attitude, such 

as that of these Jewish leaders, keeps a person out of his Kingdom and how it is so 

much easier for those who do not deem themselves righteous (like tax collectors 

and prostitutes) to repent and believe Jesus. 

G. The parable of the tenants (21:33-46) 

"Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a 

winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another 

place.  34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.  35 "The 

tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.  36 Then he sent other servants 

to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way.  37 Last of all, he sent his son to 

them. 'They will respect my son,' he said.  38 "But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This 

is the heir. Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance.'  39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard 

and killed him. 40 "Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 41 

"He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied, "and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, 

who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time."  42 Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the 

Scriptures: "'The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is 

marvelous in our eyes'? 43 "Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people who will produce its fruit.  44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone 

on whom it falls will be crushed." 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables, they 

knew he was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd 

because the people held that he was a prophet. 

Comments: Jesus is clearly alluding to an Old Testament passage that would have 

been familiar to the Jewish leaders. The vineyard is a common symbol for the 

Jewish nation in Scripture. Here the landowner, representing God, develops the 

vineyard with great care, then leaves it to the vine dressers representing the Jewish 

leaders. The servants in this parable represent many of the OT prophets. The tenants 
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beat the first servant, stoned the second, and killed the third. This behavior 

corresponds to the Jewish rulers’ treatment of many of the Old Testament prophets 

(1 Kings 22:24; 2 Chron. 24:20-21; 36:15, 16; Neh. 9:26; Jer. 2:30). “My son” represents 

the Lord Jesus Christ whom they kill and thereby incur divine judgment. The 

Kingdom and all spiritual advantages given to Israel will now be given to “other 

tenants” symbolizing the church (v. 43) which consists primarily of the Gentiles (cf. 

Rom. 11:11).  

 

II. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. (21:5) What misconception was Jesus trying to avoid by riding into Jerusalem 

on a humble animal, a colt, the foal of a donkey? 

2. (21:13) Jesus states clearly that the temple was intended to be a house of 

prayer. Do you think this also applies to churches today? If so, why or why not?  

Why do you think that some churches today no longer hold prayer meetings? 

3. (21:19) Like a fig tree that should bear fruit, churches are also to produce “fruit.” 

What kinds of “fruit” would you expect to see in a healthy church today? 

4. (21:42) Jesus refers to himself as the “cornerstone.” What did he mean by this? 

(Hint: see https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus- Christ-cornerstone.html). 

5. (21:43) In these passages Jesus presents himself to Israel as their King (Messiah) 

yet the Jewish leaders, who should have recognized this more than anyone, 

reject him vehemently. What were the reasons for their open and active 

rejection of Jesus? 

6. In what ways can chapter 21 be applied to Christians today? 

7. Optional leader’s question(s). 


