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Part 1: Getting Started

CENTRAL QUESTION

How can Christians today prepare for the return of Jesus Christ?

THE PURPOSE OF THIS SERIES

If Jesus came back tonight, how ready would you be? What would you want Him to find you
doing? The purpose of this series is to help you personally examine your readiness for
Jesus Christ’s return and for the life that follows.

How THiIs SERIES WILL HELP YOU

¢ Itwill strengthen your faith and give you peace by knowing God’s plan for the future.

¢ It will challenge you to think about your life now and your readiness for the return of
Jesus.

¢ It will encourage you to persevere through difficult times —“Yet what we suffer now is
nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later.” (Rom. 8:18 NLT)

¢ It will protect you from false teachings about the future that create confusion; truth
brings stability.

e It will shape your worldview — Living with eternity in mind fuels urgency for sharing
Christ.




KEY END TIMES EVENTS

Note: The sequence and interpretation may vary depending on theological perspective
(Premillennial, Amillennial, Postmillennial, etc.).
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Figure 1: Key Future Events (Generally Accepted)

¢ The Rapture-The sudden catching away of believers to meet Christ, removing them
from the earth before or during coming judgments.

e The Tribulation Period — A future time of great suffering, turmoil, and divine
judgment on the earth, culminating in Christ’s return.

e The Second Coming of Jesus Christ — Jesus’ visible return to earth in power and
glory to defeat evil, restore justice, and establish His reign.

¢ The Millennium - A thousand-year reign of Christ on earth, bringing peace,
righteousness, and the fulfillment of God’s promises.

¢ Future Judgments — God’s evaluation of all people, rewarding believers for faithful
service and judging the unrighteous for their deeds.

¢ Eternity: New Heaven, New Jerusalem & New Earth - Thefinal, eternal state where
God dwells with His peoplein arenewed, perfect creation without sin, pain, or death.

How TO INTERPRET PROPHETIC (APOCALYPTIC) SCRIPTURE

1. Recognize the : Apocalyptic literature (like Daniel, Ezekiel,

Zechariah, Revelation) is filled with symbols, visions, and imagery that communicate
truth in dramatic and pictorial ways. It often uses numbers (7, 12, 1,000), colors, and
creatures symbolically. Remember: not every detail is literal; many images are meant to
evoke big-picture truths about God’s sovereignty, judgment, and salvation.

2. Read in . Ask, What did this mean to the original audience? For
example, Revelation was written to persecuted believers in the first century, offering hope
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that Christ reigns and evil will not win. Don’t isolate verses; read them within their chapter
and book. Prophecy often builds layer upon layer of meaning.

. Compare : The Bible interprets itself. Use clear

passages (like Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 24 or Paul’s in 1 Thessalonians 4-5) to help
explain symbolic passages (like Revelation). Cross-references are essential: Revelation’s
imagery often alludes to Daniel, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Zechariah.

. Distinguish Between the and the . Some

prophecies were already fulfilled historically (e.g., destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70).
Others are partially fulfilled now but await completion (e.g., Christ’s reign is already
inaugurated but not yet fully realized). Others clearly point to the future (e.g., Christ’s
second coming, final judgment, new heaven and earth).

. Understand the . Apocalyptic prophecyis notjust to satisfy curiosity

about the future. Its purpose is to encourage faithfulness, perseverance, and hope in the
present. Revelation opens with: “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy
... and takes to heart what is written in it” (Rev. 1:3).

. Keep at the Center; The main focus of biblical prophecy is not the

Antichrist, beasts, or disasters, but Jesus Christ—the victorious Lamb and King. All
prophecy ultimately points to Him and God’s eternal kingdom.

. Avoid : Forcing every detail into a chart or timeline.

Over-allegorizing: Ignoring the reality of future events by spiritualizing everything. Instead,
balance symbolic interpretation with the recognition that God’s promises and judgments
are real.

what you learn: When interpreting prophecy, ask: “How does
this passage strengthen my trust in God’s sovereignty? What does it call me to endure,
repent of, or hope for? How should I live differently in light of Christ’s return?”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.

Why do you think the subject of Jesus’ return and end-times (eschatology) is often
avoided in churches today?




2. Briefly describe what each of the following passages say about the end times:

e Matthew 24:3-14

Matthew 25:1-13

John 14:1-3

Acts 1:9-11 - The Ascension and the Promise of Return

Revelation 21:1-5

3. Whydoyouthinkthe Bible does nottellus more specifically when these end times events
will take place?

4. How can you tactfully discuss end-times topics with someone who disagrees with your
view of the end times?




SUMMARY

The study of the end times is not given to satisfy our curiosity but
to strengthen our faith, sharpen our focus, and stir our readiness
for the return of Jesus Christ. While believers may hold different
views on the details of prophecy, the central truth is undeniable:
Christ will return, evil will be defeated, and God’s eternal
kingdom will prevail.

Until that day, God calls us to live with watchful readiness like the
wise bridesmaids, with steadfast endurance in trials, and with
confident hope that our Lord is preparing a place for us. We do not
know the day or the hour, but we do know the certainty of His
promise.

Therefore, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, avoid distractions and extremes, and apply what we
learn by living holy and fruitful lives. The end times are not just a future event to anticipate
but a present motivation to remain faithful, love others well, and share the gospel urgently.

Jesus is coming again. Let that hope guide how you think, how you live, and how you
serve—today and every day until He returns.
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