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OLD TESTAMENT 
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Part 2: The Period of the Flood 
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This period covers the time from Noah to the Tower of Babel and the dispersion of 

nations. The key aspects of this period include Noah’s faithfulness to God in a 

rebellious and evil culture, and man’s refusal to obey God’s command to fill the 

earth. Instead, people built a monument for their own glory, not wanting to be 

scattered throughout the earth. It was after the flood that God made a covenant 

with Noah to never destroy mankind like that again. 

I. CONDITIONS PRIOR TO THE FLOOD 

When human beings began to increase in number on the earth and 

daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters 
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of humans were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. 

The Nephilim were on the earth in those days-- and also afterward-- 

when the sons of God went to the daughters of humans and had 

children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown. (Gen. 

6:1-2, 4 NIV) 

A. Who were the “sons of God” and the “Nephilim”? 

There are three possible views about the “sons of God” held on this passage.  

• The “Sinful Sethite” View: The “sons of God” are the godly line of Seth 

which deviated from God’s plan and married the ungodly female 

offspring of Cain.  

• The “Demon-possessed Men” View:  The “sons of God are demons 

who took up residence in men, who were then prompted to live 

ungodly, licentious lives with women of the world.  

• The “Human Kings” View: The “sons” of God are ancient kings who 

wanted to build harems, and ravaged and abused women of the 

day, severely distorting God’s holy design for marriage, even resulting 

in rampant polygamy.  

It is best not to make too much of any possible doctrinal or practical implications 

from this passage as each of these three views has both strengths and weaknesses. 

Nephilim: The Nephilim are mysterious beings or people in the Bible who are large 

and strong. The word Nephilim is loosely translated as “giants” in some translations 

of the Bible but left untranslated in others. 

B. Four reasons why God caused the flood 

• The wickedness of man was great in the earth (Genesis 6:5). 

• Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually 

(Genesis 6:5). 

• The earth was filled with violence (Genesis 6:11). 

• The earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the 

earth (Genesis 6:12). All the people on earth had corrupted their way. 

The historical biblical record states, 'And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, 

it was corrupt' (Genesis 6:12). This is in sharp contrast to God's declaration when he 

had finished creating the heaven and the earth, namely, 'And God saw everything 

that he had made, and behold, it was very good' (Genesis 1:31). It is astounding to 

consider that in the tenth generation from Adam the human race had become so 

wicked, evil, violent and corrupt that it was not fit to go on living. And of all mankind 

only four men and four women were spared, because they did not go with the 

great sin drift. 
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II. NOAH BUILDS THE ARK 

A. Noah: The man who didn’t go with the flow 

In the midst of an increasingly evil world, Noah, whose name means “comfort” or 

“rest,” was a faithful man who walked with God. At age 480 he obeyed God's 

command to begin building a massive Ark for the saving of his family and all kinds 

of land-dwelling, air-breathing animals. At age 600 Noah and his family entered 

the safety of the ark just prior to the flood. After the worldwide Flood, Noah's family 

repopulated the earth.  

Noah was the 10th of the pre-flood (antediluvian) patriarchs. His father, Lamech, 

was 56 years old when Adam died. Scripture tells us that Noah was righteous, 

blameless, and walked with God (Gen. 6:9). He wasn’t exactly a spring chicken 

when he and Mrs. Noah had children. He was around 500 years old! He lived for 

950 years. 

B. Ultimately, it was God’s grace that spared Noah  

Noah, like Enoch, patterned his life after God (cp. Gen. 5:24 with 6:9), but the 

reason for his selection by God still must rest ultimately in his being an object of 

God’s special sovereign grace (Gen. 6:8). 

Noah’s life was merged into a personal oneness with God. 

• Noah never worked from his own individual standpoint but worked 

from the standpoint of God (righteous). 

• Noah didn’t give up when the “pain” became intense—he lived his 

life authentically before others. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antediluvian
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• He was blameless among the people—his behavior was consistent 

with his beliefs. 

• He didn’t let this evil society influence him—he influenced them. 

• He did everything just as God commanded him (faith). 

• But it was still God’s grace, not Noah’s works that spared Noah (Gen. 

6:8). 

III. THE FLOOD: GOD’S JUDGMENT OF EVIL 

“So God said to Noah, ‘I am going to put an end to all people, for the 

earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to 

destroy both them and the earth. So make yourself an ark of cypress 

wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. This is how 

you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits 

wide and thirty cubits high. Make a roof for it, leaving below the roof an 

opening one cubit high all around. Put a door in the side of the ark and 

make lower, middle and upper decks.’” (Gen. 6:13-16 NIV) 

A. The Ark 

The ark was 450 ft. long x 75 feet wide x 45 ft. high 

and made of gopher wood, which is strong & 

flexible. It was divided into rooms with three 

decks, each with an area of about 33,750 square 

feet, and an 18-inch opening at top. There was 

no rudder or viewing windows. Overall, the size of 

the ark was equivalent to 50 homes, or 20 

basketball courts, or 569 railroad boxcars. 

B. The flood: local or worldwide? 

One of the most critical and debated problems involved with the flood narrative 

has to do with its extent. Did the flood cover the entire earth or was it merely a local 

flood? Several arguments support a worldwide flood: 

• A local flood probably could not be deep enough to cover the 

highest mountains. 

• A local flood would probably not last for one year. 
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• If the flood was local, Noah could have easily moved the animals to 

a large enough area that was not flooded. 

IV.  THE NOAHIC COVENANT  

A. Noah makes a sacrificial offering to God 

The first act of God following the flood was the acceptance of the sacrificial 

offering made to him by Noah. This was followed by God’s promise (an 

unconditional covenant) never again to destroy the earth by a flood (Gen. 8:21-

9:17). Nature was to continue an orderly course following the regularity of seasonal 

cycles and by unending alternating night and day. The covenant consisted of the 

following aspects: 

• God would never again destroy all living creatures. 

• There would always be seasons. 

• Man is to repopulate the earth. 

• Animals would fear humans. 

• Meat was added to man’s diet. 

• Murderers would forfeit their lives. 

• The Noahic Covenant is everlasting. 

• The sign of the covenant is a rainbow. 

B. Noah’s post-flood prophecy 

Noah had no sooner received the promises of God in the covenant than he 

showed dramatically the utter inability of mankind to measure up to his covenant 
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responsibility. He planted a vineyard, drank from the wine it produced, and lay in 

a drunken, naked stupor within his tent. His son, Ham, found him there and without 

the common respect of a son, refused to cover his father, keeping from his brothers 

the awful details of his father’s shame.  

Upon awakening, Noah issued a prophetic statement of cursing and blessing on 

his three sons.  

• Ham: “Then he cursed Canaan, the son of Ham: ‘May Canaan be 

cursed! May he be the lowest of servants to his relatives.’" (Genesis 

9:25-26 NLT). According to the Table of Nations in Genesis 10 (verses 

15–19), Canaan was the ancestor of the tribes who originally 

occupied the ancient Land of Canaan. 

• Shem: “Then Noah said, ‘May the LORD, the God of Shem, be blessed, 

and may Canaan be his servant!’” (Gen. 9:25-26 NLT).  

• Japheth: “May God expand the territory of Japheth! May Japheth 

share the prosperity of Shem, and may Canaan be his servant." 

(Genesis 9:27 NLT) 

V. THE TOWER OF BABEL: MAN’S TRIBUTE TO HIMSELF  

Genesis 10 brings in a character named Nimrod 

the Cushite who moved eastward to form the 

kingdoms of the Plain of Shinar (10:8-10). Genesis 

11 continues with the story of Nimrod (at least he 

best fits the situation) and his migration to 

Mesopotamia.  

A. Mankind refuses to fill the earth 

When he and his colleagues settled, they decided to stay there and build a city 

and a tower. The tower was a visible monument intended to keep mankind in this 

local area in direct defiance of God’s command to scatter fill the earth (Gen. 9:1). 

This tower represented an anti-God spirit of the times. Mankind was not attempting 

to reach heaven (Gen. 11:4 NKJ); to the contrary, it was one of man against God 

in the interest of human independence. The tower was for man’s glory, not God’s. 

The tower was located on the Plain of Shinar (Babylonia) and most likely was a 

ziggurat being about 300 feet high by 300 feet wide. 

B. God confuses their language 

God responded by confounding (“confusing”) their language which in turn 
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prevented them from conducting the most ordinary affairs of life. The name of the 

city is called “Babel” (Babel sounds like the Hebrew for confused).  

This change in language resulted in a loss of a common fellowship causing various 

language groups to scatter throughout the earth just as God commanded. 

Zephaniah prophesies that someday people will again speak a common (pure) 

language for the purpose of worshipping and serving God (Zeph. 3:9).  

It may be safe to say, on the basis of both scientific and biblical evidence, that the 

flood occurred about 8000-7000 B.C. and the Tower of Babel dispersion about 

7000-6000 B.C. 

VI. THE DISPERSION OF THE NATIONS  

One of the stated 

objectives of the 

Noahic covenant was 

for man to scatter 

abroad on the face of 

the earth so that he 

could exercise rule 

over every part of 

creation.  

During this time 

everyone spoke a 

common language. 

The genealogy of 

Noah in chapter 10 is 

an account of the origin of the nations and their earliest ethnic characteristics. The 

descendants of Japheth settled basically in south-central Asia and Europe (10:2-

5).  

The early Hamites were located primarily in Africa, with the notable exception of 

Canaan (10:6-20). The Shemites lived in the Mesopotamian and Iranian region of 

the Near East (10:21-31; 11:21-32). These are not hard-and-fast distinctions, for there 

are too many exceptions and overlaps and too much subsequent migration from 

place to place to make the division constant.  

Furthermore, there is no hint of reference here to races or colors. Such differences 

must have developed later, probably after the Tower of Babel incident. 
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VII. SUMMARY 

• God always gives sinners time to repent (Gen. 6:3). 

• Our sin is God’s sorrow (Gen. 6:5-6). 

• God’s judgment of sin is inevitable (Gen. 6:7). 

• God always follows through with his warnings (Gen. 7:6). 

• God’s judgments of sin always lead to death (Gen. 7:22-23). 

• God’s judgments always contain justice and grace (Gen. 8:15-17). 
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