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BECOMING AN IMITATOR (Ephesians 5:1-17) 

  

 WE ARE TO IMITATE GOD (5:1-2) 

 “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave 

himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” Eph. 5:1-2  

1. How would you define the word “imitator”? 

2. What is the main reason why we are to love God?  

3. How would you expect to live this kind of love in your own life? 

 HOW TO IMITATE GOD (5:3-14) 

 “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because 

these are improper for God's holy people.  4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are 

out of place, but rather thanksgiving.  5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person-- such a 

man is an idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  6 Let no one deceive you with empty 

words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient.  7 Therefore do not be partners 

with them.  8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of 

the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord.  11 Have nothing to 

do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.  12 For it is shameful even to mention what the 

disobedient do in secret.  13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for it is light that makes everything 

visible. This is why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." Eph. 5:3-14 

Main Idea 

You are to imitate God’s attitudes and actions because you have a new identity in Christ. 



1. What are the specific ways Paul instructs us to imitate God? (5:3-4) 

2. Is the person described in verse 5 a believer or an unbeliever? (See 1 Cor. 6:9-10; 2 Cor. 5:21; Rev. 21:27) 

3. What does it mean to be an idolater? (5:5) 

4. What do you suppose Paul mean by “empty words”? (5:6) 

5. What does Paul mean when he uses the words “dark” and “light” as metaphors? (5:7-9) 

6. What things please God? (5:10) 

 

 BE A WISE IMITATOR (5:15-17) 

“Be very careful, then, how you live-- not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because 

the days are evil.  17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. Eph. 5:15-17 

1. “Every opportunity” (5:16) refers to opportunities during one’s lifetime.  How can we make the most of every 

opportunity to live God’s way? 

2. Are believers to seek God’s will only for major decisions, such as what career a person should choose, or 

whom to marry? Explain. 

APPLICATION 

1. List three things from this lesson that stand out most to you. 

2. Describe how you can apply this passage to your own life. 


