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DANIEL 
 “Keeping the faith when the heat is on” 

Mike Taylor                                                                                                                  www.TaylorNotes.Info 

CHAPTER 6 FAITH IN THE LION’S DEN 

There is no indication that Daniel knew 
God would spare his life when he was 
thrown into the lion’s den by King Darius, 
yet he put his full trust in God no matter 
what happened. 

How did he do it? Did he exercise his 
faith? Did God give him extra faith? How 
can we have that kind? 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

Daniel Chapter 6 takes place during the reign of King Darius, who ruled over the 
Medo-Persian Empire after the fall of Babylon. Daniel had been a prominent figure 
under the Babylonian kings, and now, in his old age, he continued to serve in a high-
ranking position under Darius. The empire was vast and powerful, and to maintain 
control, Darius appointed satraps (governors) and administrators over various 
regions, with Daniel as one of the top three administrators. Daniel’s exceptional 
performance led the king to consider promoting him over the entire kingdom. 
However, his success brought jealousy from other officials, who sought to undermine 
him by attacking his faith. 

II. CHAPTER 6 OUTLINE 

A. Daniel’s Position and the Plot Against Him (6:1-9) 

• Darius appoints 120 satraps over the Medo-Persian Empire. Over them were 
three administrators, one being Daniel. 

• Daniel excels among the administrators, prompting jealousy. 

B. Daniel’s Faithfulness in Prayer (6:10-13) 

• Despite the new law, Daniel continues praying to God three times a day. 

• Notice this pattern of prayer with Daniel regardless of his circumstances. 

• His enemies catch him praying and report him to the king. 
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C. Daniel Thrown into the Lions’ Den (6:14-17) 

• King Darius, distressed but bound by his decree, orders Daniel to be thrown 
into the lions' den. 

• The den is sealed with a stone and the king's seal. 

D. God’s Miraculous Deliverance (6:18-23) 

• The troubled king spends a sleepless night. 

• At dawn, Darius rushes to the den and finds Daniel unharmed, saved by 
God’s angel. 

E. The Punishment of Daniel’s Accusers (6:24) 

• The conspirators and their families are thrown into the lions' den and are 
killed. 

F. Darius Honors God (6:25-28) 
• King Darius issues a decree honoring the God of Daniel as the living God, 

who rescues and performs wonders. 

III. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

A. How did Daniel do it? Did he do it himself or did God give him extra faith? (See 
Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews 12:2; Philippians 2:12-13; 2 Peter 1:1, 5-8; Jude 
1:20-21). 

B. How can we have that same kind of faith Daniel had? 

IV. APPLICATION 

We have faith like Daniel’s… 

A. When we _________________________________ at salvation. 

B. When we learn from _______________________________ who had a strong 
faith (Daniel, Abraham, Paul, etc). 

C. When we __________________________________ in challenging circumstances. 

D. When we pray and ______________________________________ (Mark 9:24). 
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