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I. CHURCH IS ABOUT… 

A. ________________________________________ 

God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful. 1 

Corinthians 1:9 

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have       

fellowship with us 1 John 1:3 

B. ________________________________________ 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 

encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 

10:25 

C. ________________________________________ 

“…to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 

up. Ephesians 4:12 

II. BACKGROUND 

A. Ancient Ephesus  

 One of the largest and most important Greek cities of the Roman Empire.  

 Size: largest city in Asia (300,000 people). 

 Most important trade center west of Tarsus, located on a favorable seaport of the river Cayster. 

 The origin of the name “Ephesus” is unknown. 

 Possibly from Greek ephoros "overseer," in reference to its religious significance, but this might be 

folk etymology.  

 Possibly from the goddess Artemis Ephesia. 

 Possibly derived from the Greek Apis, which means “bee” since Ephesus was known for its honey 

bees  

 Was also a banking center because of its great vault in the Temple of Artemis, considered to be 

the safest place in Asia Minor 

 Large library 



  

 Theater (seats 25,000) 

 The city had one of the most advanced aqueduct systems in the ancient world, with multiple 

aqueducts of various sizes to supply different areas of the city, including four major aqueducts.  

 They fed a number of water mills, one of which has been identified as a sawmill for marble. 

B. Religion 

 It was the center of worship for Artemis. 

 Temple of Artemis ranked as one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 

 Artemis (Acts 19:24, 27-28, 34-35—NIV, NASB, NRSV, GNT), also called Diana (KJV, NKJ) 

 The goddess Artemis was the patron of all prostitutes and represented fertility and sexuality. 

 Ephesus was known for its immorality. 

 Worshippers of Artemis  brought much business to Ephesus (Acts 19:23-27). 

 Demonism and sorcery were rampant (Acts 19:13-19).  

C. The Church at Ephesus 

 The church there was established by Paul around A.D. 53 on his homeward journey to Jerusalem, 

at the end of his 2nd missionary journey. 

 On his 3rd journey he returned to Ephesus and stayed three years, preaching and teaching (Acts 

19:1-20; 20:31). 

 Christianity’s threat to that pagan temple and to the commerce it produced for the makers of 

idols almost cost the apostle Paul his life (Acts 19:24, 30, 31).  

III. THE LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS 

A. Author: Paul (1:1) 

B. Recipients: Christians in Ephesus (mostly Gentiles; 2:11) 

C. When: AD 60-63 (after 3rd missionary journey, as a prisoner in Rome; 3:1) 

D. Why: To encourage spiritually young Christians 

IV. APPLICATION 

How has the church encouraged and built you up spiritually?  
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