
GENESIS 
PART 6: IS THIS TEST NECESSARY?  
Mike Taylor    www.TaylorNotes.Info 

A. LESSON GOALS 

1. To examine Abraham’s response to God when he told Abraham to sacrifice his 

son, Isaac. 

2. To better understand why God tests our faith and where the strength of our faith 

lies.  

B. SCRIPTURE (GENESIS 22:1-14) 

" Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, 

"Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied.  

 2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, whom you 

love-- Isaac-- and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him 

there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you."  3 

Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his 

donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son 

Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt 

offering, he set out for the place God had told him about.  
4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place 

in the distance.  5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the 

donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you."  6 

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried 

the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together,  7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father 

Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but 

where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"  8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb 

for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.  

 9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged 

the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  10 Then he 

reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.   

11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he 

replied.  12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you 

fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."  13 Abraham looked up 

and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed 

it as a burnt offering instead of his son.  14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And 

to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.""  (Gen. 22:1-14 NIV) 

C. QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND FURTHER STUDY 

1. If God truly loves us why does he allow hard times to come into our lives? (See 

Jas. 1:2-4). 

2. Does God test us because he doesn’t know how strong our faith is? If he already 

knows, then why does he test us? 

3. Abraham demonstrated his faith previously when God told him to leave his 



  

 

home and go to a land which God would reveal later (Gen. 12:1). Why is God 

now testing Abraham again? (See Isaiah 48:10). 

4. How would you compare Abraham’s faith test in Genesis 12:1 to Genesis 22:1-2? 

5. What does Genesis 22:5 imply about Isaac returning with Abraham after a 

sacrifice is made? Do you think this made it any easier when Abraham raised his 

knife to sacrifice his son?   

6. How would you explain saving faith to an interested non-believer? 

D. FOUR TYPES OF TESTS 

 To “test” means to _______________________________ 

TEST PURPOSE Example 

1) The 

________________ 

Test 

To see if we will ______________________________. Gen. 22:2 

2) The ___________ 

Test 

To see if we will ______________________________. Psa. 13:2; Hab. 

1:2; Job 7:4 

3) The ____________  

Test 

To see if we will ______________________________. Num. 13:2, 312 

4) The ____________ 

Test 

To see if we will ______________________________. 

 

Gen. 2:16-17 

 

E. APPLICATION: WHEN FACING A FAITH TEST 

1. Recognize that God is in control of the ______________________________________. 

2. Realize that God has a ________________________________________ for each test. 

3. Understand that it is designed to meet a ________________________ that God sees 

in your life. 

4. Rejoice in that each trial is an opportunity for God to demonstrate his power in 

_______________________________ under tremendous pressure. 

5. Have faith that by His grace and enabling power of the Holy Spirit, you will not 

only survive, but will be able to __________________________________. 


