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I. WHAT YOU’LL GAIN FROM THIS STUDY 

A. A renewed excitement about God’s future plans for believers. 

B. An understanding of how this life relates to the next life. 

C. How the return of Jesus Christ will complete our salvation. 

D. What eternity will be like. 

E. Why believers can eagerly anticipate God’s future. 

II. METHODS OF INTERPRETATION 

A. Allegorical Method 

1. An allegory is a story in which the details correspond to or reveal a “hidden,” or 
“higher,” or “deeper” meaning.1  

2. J. Dwight Pentecost points out the dangers of the allegorical method.2 

B. Grammatical-historical (Literal) Method 

1. The literal method of interpretation gives to each word the same exact basic meaning 
it would have in normal, ordinary, customary usage, whether employed in writing, 
speaking or thinking.  

2. This method is also called the grammatical-historical method.  

3. Pentecost states that this is the method used most by Christian scholars.3 

C. How to interpret figurative language. 

1. Since eschatological language in the Bible is sometimes figurative and other times 
literal it can become confusing as to which method of interpretation to use.   

2. A simple rule to follow is: “If the literal meaning of any word or expression makes good 
sense in its connections, it is literal; but if the literal meaning does not make good sense, 
it is figurative” (Lockhart’s Rule).4 

D. There still remain areas where Christian scholars may disagree on the sequence of events, 
but not the results. 

1. Not all theologians agree on the sequence of future eschatological events. 

2. But all evangelicals agree on the final results of Christ’s return. 

3. Disagreement should not be cause for over-heated arguments or breaks in fellowship 
between believers. 
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4. A complete consensus among Christians is not the most important goal when exploring 
end times. The goal of God’s work is to glorify Jesus Christ. 

5. Avoid forcing your interpretation into the Bible when its meaning may not be clear.  

6. Albert Mohler has suggested a theological triage to distinguish between essential and 
non-essential beliefs.5 

III. WHAT IS THE TRIBULATION PERIOD? 

A. The Tribulation Period is a future event lasting for seven years (Matt. 24:21-22). 

1. The beginning could possibly be with the establishment of a treaty described in Daniel 
9:27. There are three views of this treaty event. 

a) It was completed when Antiochus Epiphanes IV (168-167 B.C) desecrated the 
Temple. 

b) It was completed when the Roman General destroyed the Temple in A.D. 70 and 
one million Jews were killed.  

c) It is still to be fulfilled in the future by the Antichrist (See Matt. 24:15). 

2. The Tribulation ends when Jesus Christ returns (Rev. 19). 

3. Throughout Scripture, the Tribulation is referred to by at least five other names. 

a) “The Day of the Lord” (Isaiah 2:12; 13:6, 9; Joel 1:15, 2:1, 11, 31, 3:14; 1 
Thessalonians 5:2).   

b) “Trouble” or “tribulation” (Deuteronomy 4:30; Zephaniah 1:1). 

c) “Great Tribulation” which refers to the most intense second half of the 7-year 
period (Matthew 24:21). 

d) “Time or day of trouble” (Daniel 12:1; Zephaniah 1:15). 

e) “Time of Jacob's trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7). 

B. The Tribulation will be different from all previous tribulations.  

1. First, it will be worldwide (Rev. 3:10).  

2. Second, it will be different because of the way people will act. As the judgments of the 
Tribulation unfold, some call on the mountains to fall on them in order to flee from 
God’s wrath (Rev. 6:16). 

3. The book of Revelation contains more about this period than any other book in the 
Bible.  

a) The seven seal judgments (Rev. 6:1-17) 

b) The seven trumpet judgments (Rev. 8:7—9:21; 11:15-19) 

c) The seven bowl judgments (Rev. 16:2-21) 
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C. Open and violent opposition to God and God’s people will be manifested by an unholy 
trinity—Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet. 

1. Satan: depicted as the dragon in Revelation12—13. 

2. Antichrist: depicted as the “beast out the sea” (Rev. 13:1), the “sea” probably 
representing the mass of humanity.6 

3. The False Prophet: depicted as the “beast out of the earth” (Rev. 13:11-18; 19:20), the 
term “earth” here may be representing the world, or the land of Israel.  

D. God will raise up two witnesses  

1. They will prophesy and perform miracles for 1,260 days during the Tribulation (Rev. 11:3-
12). 

2. The 1,260 days corresponds to 3½ years, most likely the last half of the seven-year 
Tribulation Period.7 

3. At the end of the 1,260 days they will be killed by the “beast out of the Abyss” (possibly 
Satan or an agent of Satan). 8 

4. Some Christian scholars believe these two witnesses will be Moses and Elijah.9 

E. The Tribulation ends at the Battle of Armageddon. 

1. At the end of the Tribulation Jesus Christ and His army will confront the Antichrist, the 
False Prophet, and all their combined armies in the Valley of Megiddo10 for the greatest 
battle ever (Revelation 16:12-16; 19:11-21).  

2. Mankind's final, and most devastating war, will take place in the Valley of Megiddo, 
also called the Valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:12-14). 

3. At the end of the Tribulation when Christ returns to the earth, Satan will be seized by a 
powerful angel who will bind him, and throw him into the Abyss (bottomless pit) for 
1,000 years.  

4. During this time, Satan will not be able to deceive the nations as he once did 
(Revelation 20:1-3). 

5. Why the Tribulation is necessary. 

a) First, the wickedness of man must be punished. It may seem that God is not doing 
anything about evil or that he is looking the other way about it, but someday his 
judgment will take place.  

b) Second, though not all people acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord of lords and 
King of kings, someday they will (Rom. 14:11; Phil. 2:9-11). They can either do so 
voluntarily now by coming to Christ in faith and receiving salvation, or later 
receiving only condemnation. 

IV. WHAT IS THE RAPTURE? 
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A. The word "rapture" comes from the Latin verb rapiemur which means "to carry off" or "catch 
up.”11  

B. The Rapture is the catching away of the church from earth to heaven12 (1 Thess. 4:17).  

C. Five Views of When the Rapture Takes Place 

1. Mid-Tribulation Rapture View: The church (believers) will be raptured at the midpoint of 
the 7-year Tribulation Period. 

a) Those holding this view take Matthew 24:15 and state that the abomination of 
desolation occurs at the midpoint of the 7-year Tribulation Period (Daniel 9:27) 
and, therefore, Matthew 24:22 is referring to this point in time when the church is 
raptured. 

b) Another argument for this view is that the church, believers in Christ, are raptured 
prior to the Great Tribulation (last 3½ years). 

2. Partial Rapture View: There will be a series of raptures. 

a) Whenever a portion of believers are ready, they will be removed from the earth.13  

b) It is contended that not all believers will be taken at the rapture but only those 
who are “watching and waiting” for that event, and have reached some degree 
of spiritual attainment that makes them worthy to be included.14 

3. Pre-wrath Rapture View: The rapture takes place between the beginning of the Great 
Tribulation and the Day of the Lord.15 

a) The Tribulation is divided into three stages found in the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24). 
→ The beginning of sorrows (Matt. 24:8). 
→ The Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21). 
→ The Day of the Lord (Matt. 24:30-31). 

b) The Rapture takes place between the Great Tribulation and the Day of the Lord, 
when the Lord releases his wrath. 

4. Post-Tribulation Rapture View: The church (believers) will be raptured after the seven-
year Tribulation Period. 

a) Those holding this view base their position on the following: 

b) Matthew 24:3-22. Christ’s return here refers to the second coming after the seven-
year Tribulation Period. The word “elect” refers to Church Period believers. 

c) Revelation 7:3. The “144,000” symbolically represents Church Period believers. 

d) Revelation 13:5-8. “Saints” (NIV) refers to Church Period believers. 

e) There is no unique group called Tribulation Saints. 

5. Pre-Tribulation Rapture View: The church (believers) will be raptured before the 7-year 
Tribulation Period.16  Many believe this is the most accurate view for the following 
reasons: 
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a) The word “church” (Gr. ekklesía) which had been used extensively in Revelation 
Chapters 2 and 3 is not to be found in Chapters 4 through 19, suggesting that it 
has already been raptured at this point. 

b) Since the entire Tribulation Period is a pouring out of God’s wrath (Revelation 
6:17), the Rapture must occur before this pouring out occurs. This principle is 
based on Genesis Chapters 19-22 where God removed His own before his wrath 
was unleashed. The angel could not begin to destroy Sodom until Lot was safely 
removed from the area. It is also depicted in Genesis Chapter 6-8 where Noah 
was removed before God destroyed all living creatures in the flood. 

c) Some believe the term “the one who now holds it back” in II Thessalonians 2:7-8, is 
referring to the Holy Spirit, and the phrase “taken out of the way” is referring to his 
restraining of sin through the church. This then would occur when the church is 
raptured. 

D. The Intermediate State of the believer 

1. The intermediate state is the time between a person’s death and some future date 
when the person’s physical body will be resurrected and rejoined to the spirit. 

a) Death is the separation of the body from the spirit (Jas. 2:26).  

b) In the case of every death, the body is disposed of, usually by placing it in a 
grave.  

c) But the spirit (mind, emotion, will) of a person continues to live for eternity.  

2. As to the nature of this intermediate state the Bible is somewhat silent.  

a) For unbelievers: The spirit goes immediately into Sheol (OT)/Hades (NT) where they 
are confined until the Day of Judgment (Rev. 20:11-13).  

→ Hades describes a temporary place of conscious torment for the wicked. 
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b) For believers: The Bible is somewhat silent on the intermediate state of believers; 
however, Luke 23:43 tells us “Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you 
will be with me in paradise."  

c) Scripture also gives us three clues as to the nature of this intermediate state: 
→ Clue No. 1 (Rev. 6:9-11): Since they “called out in a loud voice,” they were 

able to express themselves verbally. Doing this indicates that they are 
rational, communicative, and emotional beings. Those beings in Heaven 
are free to ask God questions, which indicates they are in God’s 
presence. These beings know what is happening on Earth. Those in 
Heaven are distinct individuals, “Then each of them was given a white 
robe…”. The wearing of white robes suggests the possibility of having 
physical forms…not disembodied spirits. 

→ Clue No. 2 (Luke 9:28-36): Moses and Elijah appeared physically with Christ 
at the Transfiguration. They were not disembodied spirits. 

→ Clue No. 3: (Luke 16:19-31): The story of the rich man who asked to have 
Lazarus put a drop of water on his tongue. He was not a disembodied 
spirit. 

3. The Glorified Body 

a) We will receive a glorified body at the Rapture (1 Thess. 4:16-17). 

b) Our glorified body will be like Jesus’ glorified body (Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Cor. 15:49). 
→ “Like his” (σύμ-μορφος) = of similarity of form or nature. 
→ “image” = εἰκών, as an artistic representation, such as on a coin or statue 

image, likeness.  
→ Jesus’ glorified body is a prototype of what our glorified body will be like 

(see Romans 8:29 “firstborn” = πρωτότοκος, where we get the word 
prototype). 

4. Unbelievers, go to a temporary place of torment or separation from God, often 
referred to as Hades or Sheol (Luke 16:23) awaiting final judgment. 

E. The Marriage Feast of the Lamb 

1. The marriage feast of the Lamb is a future event where the church is joined with Jesus 
Christ following his return (Rev. 19:7-10; Eph. 5:25-27).17 

2. The Marriage Feast of the Lamb may follow the three stages of traditional oriental 
marriages.18 

a) Stage 1: The Betrothal. A legal binding between a young boy and a young girl. 
→ This was the legal binding of a young boy and girl, usually arranged by 

their parents.  
→ The children (for they were often ten to thirteen years of age at this point) 

were legally married; however, there was no physical (sexual) contact for 
many years.  

→ It was a period when the two were given a chance to grow in their 
relationship.  
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→ Analogy:  When a person accepts Christ, he becomes a member of the 
Body of Christ, the Church, also referred to as the Bride of Christ. During 
this time, the Christian does not physically see Christ but is given the 
opportunity to grow in his/her relationship with Christ. 

b) Stage 2: The Marriage. The bridegroom comes for his bride.  
→ At the appropriate time, usually midnight, the young husband 

accompanied with his male friends in a torch parade would go to the 
house of the bride for the marriage ceremony.  

→ Analogy: When Christ comes for His bride (the Church) at the Rapture, we 
will physically see Him face to face for the first time (1 Thess. 4:16-17; 1 
John 3:2).   

→ Christ will adorn the Church in white robes which represent its 
righteousness and holiness made possible by His shed blood on the cross. 

c) Stage 3: The Marriage Feast. The celebrative feast following the marriage. 
→ Friends of the bride and groom joined them in a happy, celebrative 

supper, rejoicing in the consummation of their marriage.  
→ The friends would give the bride and groom lavish gifts.  
→ Analogy: Christ will also have a Marriage Feast with His bride.  
→ Whether this marriage feast takes place in heaven or on earth is not clear. 

In Revelation 19:7-10 only an announcement of the feast is made, and 
therefore it is possible that the feast may take place after Christ’s return to 
the earth.19 

→ After the marriage and the marriage feast which usually lasted several 
days, the groom would take the bride to his home which was usually an 
"add-on" to his father's home (cp: John 14:1-2). 

→ The complete metaphor of this marriage expresses the tender love of 
Christ for his people.20 

V. WHAT IS THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST? 

A. The Second Coming of Christ is the sudden, personal, visible, bodily return of Jesus. 

1. It will be unexpected (Matt. 24:42-44; 1 Thess. 5:1-2).  

2. It will be visible (Mat. 16:27; 26:64, Acts 1:9-11; Rev. 19:11-16) 

3. It will be glorious (Matt. 16:27; 25:31) 

4. It will be loud (1 Thess. 4:16-17) 

B. Reasons for Christ’s Return.21 

1. To defeat the Antichrist and the world’s nations assembled at Armageddon (Rev. 
19:17-21). 

2. To regather, regenerate, and restore faithful Israel (Isa. 43:5-6; Jer. 24:6; Ezek. 11:17; 
36:28; Amos 9:14-15; Micah 7:18-19; Matt. 24:31; Rom. 11:25-27). 
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3. To judge and punish faithless Israel (Ezek. 11:21; 20:38).  

4. To separate the sheep from the goats (Matt. 25:31-46). 

5. To resurrect Old Testament and Tribulation saints (Job 19:25-26; Psa. 49:15; Isa. 25:8; 
26:19; Dan. 12:2; Hos. 13:14; John 5:28-29; Heb. 11:35; Rev. 20:4-5). 

6. To judge fallen angels (1 Cor. 6:3). 

7. To destroy all dominion, authority and power (1 Cor. 15:24). Christ will permanently 
conquer every enemy of God and take back the earth he created and that is rightfully 
his.  

C. We do not know when Jesus Christ will return (Matt. 24:36, 42, 44; 25:13; Mark 13:32-33; Acts 
1:7). 

1. Nowhere in the Scripture are believers commanded to figure out the date of Christ's 
return. In fact, there is a great deal of Scriptural warning against date setting (Matt. 
24:36, 42, 44; 25:13; Mark 13:32-33; Acts 1:7). 

2. Jesus will return when he is not expected (Matt. 24:44; Luke 12:40; 1 Thess. 5:1-2). 

3. There has been over 50 known predictions about when Jesus will return, dates ranging 
from A.D. 365 to 2011.22  

D. The second coming of Christ can be viewed as one transcendent event which has two 
stages.  

1. Stage 1: Christ comes for the believers. Christ’s physical return in the air. In the first stage 
He comes in the air to “catch away” dead and living believers. (See “Rapture”). 

2. Stage 2: Christ comes with believers. Christ’s physical return to earth. In the second 
stage He returns to earth, with his believers at the end of the Tribulation Period.23  

3. But it is inappropriate for anyone to set a time or date when Christ will return (Acts 1:7). 

E. But we are to look forward eagerly to the wonderful event of Jesus Christ’s return (Titus 2:12-
13) 

1. We are to be patient for Jesus’ return (Jas. 5:7-8) 

2. We are to live in continuous fellowship with Jesus so that when he returns we will not 
shrink back from him in shame (1 John 2:28). 

3. The more we are caught up in the business of this life, the less we may long for his 
return. 

F. Jesus came first as a servant; he will return as King. 

1. John MacArthur makes the following comparison: 24 

Jesus’ First Coming (Servant) Jesus’ Second Coming (King) 

He came in humiliation (Phil. 2:5-7) He will return in exaltation (Rev. 1:5-6) 



WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE FUTURE                                           Page | 9 
 

He came to serve (Matt. 20:28) He will return to be served (Rev. 22:3) 

He came as the suffering servant         
(Phil. 3:30) 

He will return as the conquering King     
(Rev. 19:16) 

G. Scripture reveals at least fifteen signs that precede the return of Christ25 

1. Deceptive imitators of Jesus Christ (Mark 13:6). 

2. Increase in wars and rumors of wars (Mark 13:7-8). 

3. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines (Mark 13:8). 

4. The preaching of the gospel to all nations (Mark 13:10; Matt. 24:14)26 

5. Rampant self-indulgence including unnatural affections27 (2 Tim. 3:1-4). 

6. Abnormal sexual activities (Luke 17:26-30; cp. 2 Pet. 1:16 with 2:6). 

7. False piety (2 Tim. 3:5). 

8. The unprecedented pursuit of knowledge (Dan. 12:4). 

9. Unification of world’s systems (Rev. 13:4-8; 16-18; Psa. 2:1-3). 

10. Some will abandon the faith and follow deceptive demonic teachings (1 Tim. 4:1). 

11. The rebellion occurs and the “man of lawlessness” is revealed (2 Thess. 2:1-4). 

12. The great tribulation (Mark 13:19-20 NKJ). 

13. False prophets working signs and wonders (Mark 13:22; Matt. 24:23-24). 

14. Signs in the heavens (Mark 13:24-26, Matt. 24:29-30; Luke 21:25-27). 

15. The salvation of Israel (Rom. 11:25-26). 

VI. WHAT IS THE MILLENNIUM? 

A. The word millennium refers to the period of 1,000 years mentioned six times in Revelation 
20:2-7.  

1. It the time of the reign of Christ and believers over the earth Rev. 20:6 (from Lat. 
millennium, “thousand years”).28  

2. Some seek to interpret the 1,000 years in an allegorical manner. Others a more literal 
view. Following are three views on the Millennium.29 There are arguments and 
counterarguments for each view of the Millennium.30 

B. The Postmillennial View: Christ will return to the earth after the Millennium. 

1. In this view, the millennium is an age of peace and righteousness on the earth, brought 
about by the progress of the gospel and the growth of the church.  

2. Christ is now reigning and ruling in heaven.  
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3. The church is responsible for proclaiming that truth and seeing people come to faith in 
him. 

C. The Amillennial View: There will be no literal thousand-year bodily reign of Christ on earth 
prior to the final judgment and the eternal state. 

1. Amillennialists understand the 1,000 years as merely a non-literal way of saying “a long 
period of time.”  

2. On this view, scriptural references to the millennium in Revelation 20 actually describe 
the present church age.  

D. The Premillennial View: Christ will rule on earth for a literal 1,000 years.31 

1. The Millennium is preceded by his Second Coming.  

2. The primary basis for a literal 1,000 years being that six times in Revelation 20:2-7 the 
Millennial Kingdom is specifically said to be 1,000 years in length.  

3. The argument against the non-literal view is that if God wished to communicate “a 
long period of time,” he could have easily done so without explicitly and repeatedly 
mentioning an exact time frame. 

E. What Will the Millennium Be Like? 

1. The Millennium will be a period of peace, joy, holiness, and glory such as never known 
before.  

2. There will be five major events during the Millennium.32 

a) The removal of Satan for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:1-3). 

b) Jesus will reign on earth with the saints for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:4-6). 

c) The return of Satan at the end of the 1,000-year period (Rev. 20:7). 

d) The revolt of society when Satan returns (Rev. 20: 8-10). 

e) The great white throne judgment (Rev. 20:11-15). 
 

3. The Millennium will be a time of ideal conditions. 

Scriptures Description 

Isa. 2:1-4; Micah 4:1-3 Jesus will reign in Jerusalem (Mount Moriah) where he will teach his 
ways. There will be no war. There will be a unifying law from God. 

Micah 4:4 There will be universal security. 
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Isa. 11:6-9 The animal kingdom will be changed. 

Zeph. 3:9 There will be a unifying language so that all may worship in unison 
(reversal of Tower of Babel). 

Zech. 14:4, 8 
Mount of Olives will split in two, forming a great valley, water will flow 
to the eastern sea (Dead Sea) and to the western sea 
(Mediterranean) 

Zech. 12:10 The ones who crucified Jesus (Jews) will finally recognize him as the 
Messiah and will weep and mourn. 

Zech. 14:10 Jerusalem will be elevated and never destroyed. 

Isa. 62:2 Jerusalem (Zion) will be renamed to reflect Israel's new status 
(MacArthur, 837). 

 

VII. RESURRECTIONS IN THE BIBLE 

The Bible is clear about the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, all believers in Jesus Christ, and all 
others. All told, there are seven resurrections described in the Bible. 

A. The resurrection of Jesus Christ 

1. See Matt 28:1-7; Mark 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-8; John 20:1-10; Acts 2:24; 3:15; 4:32; 10:40; 17:3; 
Romans 1:4; 4:25; 10:9; I Corinthians 15:4; Eph. 1:20; I Thessalonians 4:14, I Peter 3:18. 

2. The first resurrection was that of Jesus Christ. Even though others were raised from the 
dead before Christ, he was the first to rise from the grave with a body that was no 
longer subject to death (Rom. 6:9; Rev. 1:18). 

B. The resurrection of some saints at the time of Christ’s death.  

1. The bodies of many believers were resurrected at the time of Jesus’ resurrection, and 
they went into the holy city, Jerusalem, and appeared unto many people (Matt. 27:50-
53). 

C. The resurrection at the Rapture of church believers who had died.  

1. At the Rapture, those believers who had died will be resurrected first, then those who 
are still alive will be resurrected (I Cor. 15:51-58; I Thess. 4:14-17). 

D. The resurrection of the two witnesses during the Tribulation Period.  
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1. During the Tribulation God will send two witnesses to proclaim the gospel and perform 
miracles.  

2. After a period of time the “beast” will kill them and allow their bodies to remain 
unburied. After 3½ days God will resurrect them (Rev. 11:3-13). 

E. The resurrection of the Old Testament saints.33  

1. Even in the Old Testament, the Jewish mind accepted the idea of a future resurrection 
(Isa. 26:19-21; Ezek. 37:12-14; Dan. 12:1-3).  

2. Scholars such as Charles C. Ryrie place this resurrection at the time of Christ’s Second 
Coming.34 

F. The resurrection of the Tribulation saints.  

1. Premillennial bible scholars, such as John Walvoord, and Charles Ryrie place this 
resurrection at the Second Coming of Christ (Rev. 20:4-6). 

G. The resurrection of the wicked dead.  

1. The wicked dead are unbelievers who will stand before the Great White Throne to be 
condemned to the lake of fire forever (Rev. 20:11-15). This is called the second death 
(Rev. 20:6). 

VIII. WHAT FUTURE JUDGMENTS WILL TAKE PLACE? 

A. The Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10) 

1. The meaning of judgment seat 

a) All believers will stand before the “Bema seat,” the judgment seat of Christ.  

b) In Greek times a bema was a raised, throne-like stone platform on which rulers or 
judges sat when making speeches (Acts 12:21) or hearing and deciding cases 
(Acts 18: 12-17).  

c) Bema seat: where the presiding officer sat. 

d) Only believers will stand in this judgment and will be held accountable for the 
deeds they accomplished. The outcome will be reward or deprivation of reward. 
Salvation is not in question (1 Cor. 3:15). 

e) Two different words translated “judgment seat” in the NT: “Criterion” (Jas. 2:6; 1 
Cor. 6:2, 4) meaning the instrument or means of trying or judging anything; and 
“bēma” meaning a place where all contestants in Grecian games were 
rewarded, and where winners were rewarded. It was never a judicial bench.35 

2. The time of the bema of Christ 

a) J. Dwight Pentecost provides several good arguments showing the event taking 
place immediately following the Rapture of the church.36  
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b) Charles Ryrie concurs with this timing.37 

3. The place of the bema of Christ 

a) Since the bema follows the Rapture, it must take place in the heavenlies (1 Thess. 
4:17; 2 Cor. 5:1-8). 

b) It will take place in the Lord’s presence. 

4. The Judge at the Bema of Christ 

a) The Judge will be Jesus Christ himself (2 Cor. 5:10). 

b) A part of the exaltation of Jesus Christ is the right to manifest divine authority in 
judgment. 

5. The subjects of the bema of Christ 

a) The bema of Christ is concerned only with believers. 

b) The first personal pronoun “we “occurs with too great a frequency in 2 Cor. 5:1-19 
to miss this point. 

c) Pentecost further states that we will not be judged en masse, or in classes, but 
one by one in accordance with individual merit.38 

d) All believers will be judged in heaven. All righteous acts—many of which will have 
been disregarded and some punished on earth—will be finally rewarded.  

6. The basis of the examination at the bema of Christ 

a) It is not to determine whether the one judged is a believer or not…the question of 
salvation is not being considered. 

b) Because of the atoning work of Christ on the cross all sins have been forgiven to 
those who have accepted Christ as their Savior. This judgment, therefore, is not 
about the believer’s sins.  

c) Pentecost points out that the purpose of the bema is to make a public 
manifestation, demonstration or revelation of the essential character and motives 
of the individual.39 

d) The believer’s works are brought into judgment, called “the things done in the 
body” (2 Cor. 5:10), in order that it may be determined whether they are good or 
bad. 

e) Concerning the word “bad” (Gr. phaulos); Paul did not use the usual word for 
bad (kakos or ponēras), either of which would signify that which is ethically or 
morally evil.  

f) The Lord’s purpose here is not to chasten his child for his sins, but to reward his 
service for things done with the proper motives (1 Cor. 4:5). 

g) It must be emphasized that these are not works for salvation but works resulting 
from salvation (Eph. 2:10). 

h) The reward will be based on the individual’s inner character and motivation. 
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i) Things done by the individual in his own strength, or for his own glory, will not be 
rewarded but will be considered as worthless (phaulos). This can also include 
deeds done with the wrong motives, or not done as an expression of God’s love, 
or done in conflict to God’s will. See the parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-29). 

7. The rewards of the bema of Christ 

a) The result of this judgment will be the gain or loss of eternal rewards—not 
punishment (1 Cor. 3:12-15; 2 Cor. 5:9-10; Rom. 14:10-12).  

b) These are sometimes depicted as crowns (James 1:12; Rev. 2:10; 1 Cor. 9:24-25; 1 
Pet. 5:1-4; 2 Tim. 4:6-8; 1 Thess. 2:19).40  

c) These represent positions of leadership and service for Christ in his kingdom 
(Matthew 25:21; Luke 19:17; Rev. 20:6). 

d) In the NT there are five areas in which specific mention is made of a crown 
reward. 

e) Crown of Life (Jas. 1:12; Rev. 2:10): Martyr’s crown for those who have persevered 
under trials and have been “faithful unto death” 

f) Crown of Glory (1 Pet. 5: 1, 4): “Shepherds of God’s flock,”…”elders” (overseers), 
those who felt called to care for a community of believers. 

g) Crown of Righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8): For those who long for the coming of Christ 

h) Crown of Rejoicing (1 Thess. 2:19): Probably all believers since Paul sees no 
contradiction in referring to both Christ and his friends as his hope and joy and 
crown in heaven. 

i) Crown of Victory (1 Cor. 9:25-27): An incorruptible crown given to those who 
discipline themselves to live a life consistent with their testimony 

j) Other rewards are mentioned in the NT. 

k) White robe (Rev. 3:5) 

l) Hidden manna (Rev. 2:17) 

m) White stone (Rev. 2:17) 

n) Seat of honor given to “overcomers” (Rev. 3:21). Overcomers are followers of 
Christ who successfully resist the power and temptation of the world’s system. An 
overcomer is not sinless, but holds fast to faith in Christ until the end. He does not 
turn away when times get difficult or become an apostate. 

8. The significance of the bema of Christ 

a) Randy Alcorn reminds us that the Bible treats this judgment of believers with great 
sobriety. It’s not a meaningless formality, but a monumental event in which things 
of eternal consequence are instituted.41  

b) It has a profoundly positive aspect of reward for earthly service, as well as the 
sobering aspect of loss of reward for unfaithful service. Jesus says to Christians, “I 
am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to 
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your deeds” (Rev. 2:23). He said, “I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup 
of water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his 
reward” (Mark 9:41). 

B. The Judgment of Nations (Matt. 25:31-46). 

1. Matthew 25:31-46 describes the event when Christ will judge the “nations” (Gr., ethnos) 
meaning all living Gentiles. The Gentiles are described as either sheep or goats.  

2. The “sheep” 

a) The sheep, metaphorically representing believers, are those Gentiles who fed and 
protected Christian Jews (“brothers of mine”) during the Tribulation.   

b) Christ identifies himself so strongly with his people that he refers to them as "I" in 
these verses.  

c) For this these Christian Gentiles inherit the kingdom. 

3. The “goats” 

a) The goats, representing the unsaved, are the followers of the Antichrist who 
worshipped him and participated in all his treacherous deeds during the 
Tribulation.  

b) They despised and persecuted the believing Jews, and for this Christ says they will 
go away into eternal punishment. 

C. Judgment of the Antichrist and False Prophet (Rev. 19:20). 

1. At the conclusion of the Battle at Armageddon, all enemies of Christ will be killed and 
the beast (Antichrist) and the False Prophet will be thrown into the lake of fire (Rev. 
19:20). 

2. The Antichrist and False Prophet will spend eternity in the lake of fire. 

D. The Final Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15). 

1. At the end of the thousand-year reign of Christ, God will sit upon The Great White 
Throne and judge every unsaved creature, both living and dead. The one on the 
throne is none other than God Almighty (Rev. 4:2-11), which must certainly refer to 
Jesus since all judgment has been granted to him (John 5:22, 26-27). 

2. Death and Hades will be thrown into the lake of fire.  

3. The lake of fire is called the “second death” (Rev. 20:6, 14). 

IX. WHAT WILL ETERNITY BE LIKE? 

A. Heaven will consist of a New Heaven, a New Earth, and a New Jerusalem (Rev. 21). 

B. A New Jerusalem will come down from God out of heaven (Revelation 21:1-27).   
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1. It will come down out of heaven (Rev. 21:2) as the capital city of the new heaven and 
new earth. 

2. It is described as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband (Rev. 21:2). 

3. God will make his residence in the New Jerusalem and he will be its creator (Rev. 21:3) 

4. On the gates of the wall will be written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel (Rev. 
21:12). 

5. The wall will have twelve foundations, and on them will be the names of the twelve 
apostles (Rev. 21:14). 

6. It will have a high wall made of jasper with twelve gates, three on each side, and 
twelve angels at the gates (Rev. 21:15, 21, 25). 

7. It will be equal in all three sides--a cube! (Rev. 21:16). 

8. The wall will be 216 feet (144 cubits) wide and each gate will be made of a single huge 
pearl (Rev. 21:17). 

9. It will be a cubic city made with pure gold (Rev. 21:18, 21). 

10. It will scintillate with brilliant colors as the glorious light of God shines in and through it 
(Rev. 21:19-21). 

11. The great street of the city will be pure gold (Rev. 21:21). 

12. It will be a home for saints of all ages. Abraham himself looked forward to living in this 
great city (Hebrews 11:10). 

13. It is also the dwelling place of thousands upon thousands of angels (Hebrews 12:22). 

14. Its splendor will be beyond full description (1 Cor. 2:9) 

15. God will wipe away every tear from their eyes” (21:4). This does not mean that we 
occasionally cry in heaven but rather, crying and sadness will be non-existent, as will be 
death, mourning, or pain. 

C. Heaven will consist of a New Heaven and New Earth. 

1. No more sea (Rev. 21:1). “Sea” is possibly John’s metaphor for something that is 
dangerous and changeable. It may also be a reference to the source of the beast in 
Revelation 13:1.42 

2. There will be a crystal-clear river of water of life flowing out of the Throne of God and 
the Lamb (Rev. 22:1). 

3. A tree of life will bear twelve kinds of fruit, one for each month of the year (Rev. 22:2). 

4. No more death (Rev. 21:4). 

5. We will somehow see the face of God (Rev. 22:4). 

6. The name of God will be on the foreheads of those who serve him (Rev. 22:4). 

7. The light radiated by the glory of God the Father and the Son will be so intense and so 
permeating that there will be no need for the light of the sun or moon (Rev. 21:23; 22:5). 
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8. There will be no night (Rev. 21:25). 

9. It will be a holy place (Rev. 21:27). 

10. It will include a permanent dwelling place for us in His Father’s home (John 14:1-3). 

11. People will not marry in heaven but will be like the angels (Mark 12:25). 

12. The assurance of Scripture is that someday we will no longer wonder where God is; we 
will be with Him—forever! 
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	I. What You’ll Gain from this Study
	A. A renewed excitement about God’s future plans for believers.
	B. An understanding of how this life relates to the next life.
	C. How the return of Jesus Christ will complete our salvation.
	D. What eternity will be like.
	E. Why believers can eagerly anticipate God’s future.

	II. Methods of Interpretation
	A. Allegorical Method
	1. An allegory is a story in which the details correspond to or reveal a “hidden,” or “higher,” or “deeper” meaning.0F
	2. J. Dwight Pentecost points out the dangers of the allegorical method.1F

	B. Grammatical-historical (Literal) Method
	1. The literal method of interpretation gives to each word the same exact basic meaning it would have in normal, ordinary, customary usage, whether employed in writing, speaking or thinking.
	2. This method is also called the grammatical-historical method.
	3. Pentecost states that this is the method used most by Christian scholars.2F

	C. How to interpret figurative language.
	1. Since eschatological language in the Bible is sometimes figurative and other times literal it can become confusing as to which method of interpretation to use.
	2. A simple rule to follow is: “If the literal meaning of any word or expression makes good sense in its connections, it is literal; but if the literal meaning does not make good sense, it is figurative” (Lockhart’s Rule).3F

	D. There still remain areas where Christian scholars may disagree on the sequence of events, but not the results.
	1. Not all theologians agree on the sequence of future eschatological events.
	2. But all evangelicals agree on the final results of Christ’s return.
	3. Disagreement should not be cause for over-heated arguments or breaks in fellowship between believers.
	4. A complete consensus among Christians is not the most important goal when exploring end times. The goal of God’s work is to glorify Jesus Christ.
	5. Avoid forcing your interpretation into the Bible when its meaning may not be clear.
	6. Albert Mohler has suggested a theological triage to distinguish between essential and non-essential beliefs.4F


	III. What is the Tribulation Period?
	A. The Tribulation Period is a future event lasting for seven years (Matt. 24:21-22).
	1. The beginning could possibly be with the establishment of a treaty described in Daniel 9:27. There are three views of this treaty event.
	a) It was completed when Antiochus Epiphanes IV (168-167 B.C) desecrated the Temple.
	b) It was completed when the Roman General destroyed the Temple in A.D. 70 and one million Jews were killed.
	c) It is still to be fulfilled in the future by the Antichrist (See Matt. 24:15).

	2. The Tribulation ends when Jesus Christ returns (Rev. 19).
	3. Throughout Scripture, the Tribulation is referred to by at least five other names.
	a) “The Day of the Lord” (Isaiah 2:12; 13:6, 9; Joel 1:15, 2:1, 11, 31, 3:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:2).
	b) “Trouble” or “tribulation” (Deuteronomy 4:30; Zephaniah 1:1).
	c) “Great Tribulation” which refers to the most intense second half of the 7-year period (Matthew 24:21).
	d) “Time or day of trouble” (Daniel 12:1; Zephaniah 1:15).
	e) “Time of Jacob's trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7).


	B. The Tribulation will be different from all previous tribulations.
	1. First, it will be worldwide (Rev. 3:10).
	2. Second, it will be different because of the way people will act. As the judgments of the Tribulation unfold, some call on the mountains to fall on them in order to flee from God’s wrath (Rev. 6:16).
	3. The book of Revelation contains more about this period than any other book in the Bible.
	a) The seven seal judgments (Rev. 6:1-17)
	b) The seven trumpet judgments (Rev. 8:7—9:21; 11:15-19)
	c) The seven bowl judgments (Rev. 16:2-21)


	C. Open and violent opposition to God and God’s people will be manifested by an unholy trinity—Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet.
	1. Satan: depicted as the dragon in Revelation12—13.
	2. Antichrist: depicted as the “beast out the sea” (Rev. 13:1), the “sea” probably representing the mass of humanity.5F
	3. The False Prophet: depicted as the “beast out of the earth” (Rev. 13:11-18; 19:20), the term “earth” here may be representing the world, or the land of Israel.

	D. God will raise up two witnesses
	1. They will prophesy and perform miracles for 1,260 days during the Tribulation (Rev. 11:3-12).
	2. The 1,260 days corresponds to 3½ years, most likely the last half of the seven-year Tribulation Period.6F
	3. At the end of the 1,260 days they will be killed by the “beast out of the Abyss” (possibly Satan or an agent of Satan). 7F
	4. Some Christian scholars believe these two witnesses will be Moses and Elijah.8F

	E. The Tribulation ends at the Battle of Armageddon.
	1. At the end of the Tribulation Jesus Christ and His army will confront the Antichrist, the False Prophet, and all their combined armies in the Valley of Megiddo9F  for the greatest battle ever (Revelation 16:12-16; 19:11-21).
	2. Mankind's final, and most devastating war, will take place in the Valley of Megiddo, also called the Valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:12-14).
	3. At the end of the Tribulation when Christ returns to the earth, Satan will be seized by a powerful angel who will bind him, and throw him into the Abyss (bottomless pit) for 1,000 years.
	4. During this time, Satan will not be able to deceive the nations as he once did (Revelation 20:1-3).
	5. Why the Tribulation is necessary.
	a) First, the wickedness of man must be punished. It may seem that God is not doing anything about evil or that he is looking the other way about it, but someday his judgment will take place.
	b) Second, though not all people acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord of lords and King of kings, someday they will (Rom. 14:11; Phil. 2:9-11). They can either do so voluntarily now by coming to Christ in faith and receiving salvation, or later receiving ...



	IV. What is the Rapture?
	A. The word "rapture" comes from the Latin verb rapiemur which means "to carry off" or "catch up.”10F
	B. The Rapture is the catching away of the church from earth to heaven11F  (1 Thess. 4:17).
	C. Five Views of When the Rapture Takes Place
	1. Mid-Tribulation Rapture View: The church (believers) will be raptured at the midpoint of the 7-year Tribulation Period.
	a) Those holding this view take Matthew 24:15 and state that the abomination of desolation occurs at the midpoint of the 7-year Tribulation Period (Daniel 9:27) and, therefore, Matthew 24:22 is referring to this point in time when the church is raptured.
	b) Another argument for this view is that the church, believers in Christ, are raptured prior to the Great Tribulation (last 3½ years).

	2. Partial Rapture View: There will be a series of raptures.
	a) Whenever a portion of believers are ready, they will be removed from the earth.12F
	b) It is contended that not all believers will be taken at the rapture but only those who are “watching and waiting” for that event, and have reached some degree of spiritual attainment that makes them worthy to be included.13F

	3. Pre-wrath Rapture View: The rapture takes place between the beginning of the Great Tribulation and the Day of the Lord.14F
	a) The Tribulation is divided into three stages found in the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24).
	® The beginning of sorrows (Matt. 24:8).
	® The Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21).
	® The Day of the Lord (Matt. 24:30-31).

	b) The Rapture takes place between the Great Tribulation and the Day of the Lord, when the Lord releases his wrath.

	4. Post-Tribulation Rapture View: The church (believers) will be raptured after the seven-year Tribulation Period.
	a) Those holding this view base their position on the following:
	b) Matthew 24:3-22. Christ’s return here refers to the second coming after the seven-year Tribulation Period. The word “elect” refers to Church Period believers.
	c) Revelation 7:3. The “144,000” symbolically represents Church Period believers.
	d) Revelation 13:5-8. “Saints” (NIV) refers to Church Period believers.
	e) There is no unique group called Tribulation Saints.

	5. Pre-Tribulation Rapture View: The church (believers) will be raptured before the 7-year Tribulation Period.15F   Many believe this is the most accurate view for the following reasons:
	a) The word “church” (Gr. ekklesía) which had been used extensively in Revelation Chapters 2 and 3 is not to be found in Chapters 4 through 19, suggesting that it has already been raptured at this point.
	b) Since the entire Tribulation Period is a pouring out of God’s wrath (Revelation 6:17), the Rapture must occur before this pouring out occurs. This principle is based on Genesis Chapters 19-22 where God removed His own before his wrath was unleashed...
	c) Some believe the term “the one who now holds it back” in II Thessalonians 2:7-8, is referring to the Holy Spirit, and the phrase “taken out of the way” is referring to his restraining of sin through the church. This then would occur when the church...


	D. The Intermediate State of the believer
	1. The intermediate state is the time between a person’s death and some future date when the person’s physical body will be resurrected and rejoined to the spirit.
	a) Death is the separation of the body from the spirit (Jas. 2:26).
	b) In the case of every death, the body is disposed of, usually by placing it in a grave.
	c) But the spirit (mind, emotion, will) of a person continues to live for eternity.

	2. As to the nature of this intermediate state the Bible is somewhat silent.
	a) For unbelievers: The spirit goes immediately into Sheol (OT)/Hades (NT) where they are confined until the Day of Judgment (Rev. 20:11-13).
	® Hades describes a temporary place of conscious torment for the wicked.

	b) For believers: The Bible is somewhat silent on the intermediate state of believers; however, Luke 23:43 tells us “Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."
	c) Scripture also gives us three clues as to the nature of this intermediate state:
	® Clue No. 1 (Rev. 6:9-11): Since they “called out in a loud voice,” they were able to express themselves verbally. Doing this indicates that they are rational, communicative, and emotional beings. Those beings in Heaven are free to ask God questions,...
	® Clue No. 2 (Luke 9:28-36): Moses and Elijah appeared physically with Christ at the Transfiguration. They were not disembodied spirits.
	® Clue No. 3: (Luke 16:19-31): The story of the rich man who asked to have Lazarus put a drop of water on his tongue. He was not a disembodied spirit.


	3. The Glorified Body
	a) We will receive a glorified body at the Rapture (1 Thess. 4:16-17).
	b) Our glorified body will be like Jesus’ glorified body (Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Cor. 15:49).
	® “Like his” (σύμ-μορφος) = of similarity of form or nature.
	® “image” = εἰκών, as an artistic representation, such as on a coin or statue image, likeness.
	® Jesus’ glorified body is a prototype of what our glorified body will be like (see Romans 8:29 “firstborn” = πρωτότοκος, where we get the word prototype).


	4. Unbelievers, go to a temporary place of torment or separation from God, often referred to as Hades or Sheol (Luke 16:23) awaiting final judgment.

	E. The Marriage Feast of the Lamb
	1. The marriage feast of the Lamb is a future event where the church is joined with Jesus Christ following his return (Rev. 19:7-10; Eph. 5:25-27).16F
	2. The Marriage Feast of the Lamb may follow the three stages of traditional oriental marriages.17F
	a) Stage 1: The Betrothal. A legal binding between a young boy and a young girl.
	® This was the legal binding of a young boy and girl, usually arranged by their parents.
	® The children (for they were often ten to thirteen years of age at this point) were legally married; however, there was no physical (sexual) contact for many years.
	® It was a period when the two were given a chance to grow in their relationship.
	® Analogy:  When a person accepts Christ, he becomes a member of the Body of Christ, the Church, also referred to as the Bride of Christ. During this time, the Christian does not physically see Christ but is given the opportunity to grow in his/her re...

	b) Stage 2: The Marriage. The bridegroom comes for his bride.
	® At the appropriate time, usually midnight, the young husband accompanied with his male friends in a torch parade would go to the house of the bride for the marriage ceremony.
	® Analogy: When Christ comes for His bride (the Church) at the Rapture, we will physically see Him face to face for the first time (1 Thess. 4:16-17; 1 John 3:2).
	® Christ will adorn the Church in white robes which represent its righteousness and holiness made possible by His shed blood on the cross.

	c) Stage 3: The Marriage Feast. The celebrative feast following the marriage.
	® Friends of the bride and groom joined them in a happy, celebrative supper, rejoicing in the consummation of their marriage.
	® The friends would give the bride and groom lavish gifts.
	® Analogy: Christ will also have a Marriage Feast with His bride.
	® Whether this marriage feast takes place in heaven or on earth is not clear. In Revelation 19:7-10 only an announcement of the feast is made, and therefore it is possible that the feast may take place after Christ’s return to the earth.18F
	® After the marriage and the marriage feast which usually lasted several days, the groom would take the bride to his home which was usually an "add-on" to his father's home (cp: John 14:1-2).
	® The complete metaphor of this marriage expresses the tender love of Christ for his people.19F




	V. What is The Second Coming of Jesus Christ?
	A. The Second Coming of Christ is the sudden, personal, visible, bodily return of Jesus.
	1. It will be unexpected (Matt. 24:42-44; 1 Thess. 5:1-2).
	2. It will be visible (Mat. 16:27; 26:64, Acts 1:9-11; Rev. 19:11-16)
	3. It will be glorious (Matt. 16:27; 25:31)
	4. It will be loud (1 Thess. 4:16-17)

	B. Reasons for Christ’s Return.20F
	1. To defeat the Antichrist and the world’s nations assembled at Armageddon (Rev. 19:17-21).
	2. To regather, regenerate, and restore faithful Israel (Isa. 43:5-6; Jer. 24:6; Ezek. 11:17; 36:28; Amos 9:14-15; Micah 7:18-19; Matt. 24:31; Rom. 11:25-27).
	3. To judge and punish faithless Israel (Ezek. 11:21; 20:38).
	4. To separate the sheep from the goats (Matt. 25:31-46).
	5. To resurrect Old Testament and Tribulation saints (Job 19:25-26; Psa. 49:15; Isa. 25:8; 26:19; Dan. 12:2; Hos. 13:14; John 5:28-29; Heb. 11:35; Rev. 20:4-5).
	6. To judge fallen angels (1 Cor. 6:3).
	7. To destroy all dominion, authority and power (1 Cor. 15:24). Christ will permanently conquer every enemy of God and take back the earth he created and that is rightfully his.

	C. We do not know when Jesus Christ will return (Matt. 24:36, 42, 44; 25:13; Mark 13:32-33; Acts 1:7).
	1. Nowhere in the Scripture are believers commanded to figure out the date of Christ's return. In fact, there is a great deal of Scriptural warning against date setting (Matt. 24:36, 42, 44; 25:13; Mark 13:32-33; Acts 1:7).
	2. Jesus will return when he is not expected (Matt. 24:44; Luke 12:40; 1 Thess. 5:1-2).
	3. There has been over 50 known predictions about when Jesus will return, dates ranging from A.D. 365 to 2011.21F

	D. The second coming of Christ can be viewed as one transcendent event which has two stages.
	1. Stage 1: Christ comes for the believers. Christ’s physical return in the air. In the first stage He comes in the air to “catch away” dead and living believers. (See “Rapture”).
	2. Stage 2: Christ comes with believers. Christ’s physical return to earth. In the second stage He returns to earth, with his believers at the end of the Tribulation Period.22F
	3. But it is inappropriate for anyone to set a time or date when Christ will return (Acts 1:7).

	E. But we are to look forward eagerly to the wonderful event of Jesus Christ’s return (Titus 2:12-13)
	1. We are to be patient for Jesus’ return (Jas. 5:7-8)
	2. We are to live in continuous fellowship with Jesus so that when he returns we will not shrink back from him in shame (1 John 2:28).
	3. The more we are caught up in the business of this life, the less we may long for his return.

	F. Jesus came first as a servant; he will return as King.
	1. John MacArthur makes the following comparison: 23F

	G. Scripture reveals at least fifteen signs that precede the return of Christ24F
	1. Deceptive imitators of Jesus Christ (Mark 13:6).
	2. Increase in wars and rumors of wars (Mark 13:7-8).
	3. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines (Mark 13:8).
	4. The preaching of the gospel to all nations (Mark 13:10; Matt. 24:14)25F
	5. Rampant self-indulgence including unnatural affections26F  (2 Tim. 3:1-4).
	6. Abnormal sexual activities (Luke 17:26-30; cp. 2 Pet. 1:16 with 2:6).
	7. False piety (2 Tim. 3:5).
	8. The unprecedented pursuit of knowledge (Dan. 12:4).
	9. Unification of world’s systems (Rev. 13:4-8; 16-18; Psa. 2:1-3).
	10. Some will abandon the faith and follow deceptive demonic teachings (1 Tim. 4:1).
	11. The rebellion occurs and the “man of lawlessness” is revealed (2 Thess. 2:1-4).
	12. The great tribulation (Mark 13:19-20 NKJ).
	13. False prophets working signs and wonders (Mark 13:22; Matt. 24:23-24).
	14. Signs in the heavens (Mark 13:24-26, Matt. 24:29-30; Luke 21:25-27).
	15. The salvation of Israel (Rom. 11:25-26).


	VI. What is the Millennium?
	A. The word millennium refers to the period of 1,000 years mentioned six times in Revelation 20:2-7.
	1. It the time of the reign of Christ and believers over the earth Rev. 20:6 (from Lat. millennium, “thousand years”).27F
	2. Some seek to interpret the 1,000 years in an allegorical manner. Others a more literal view. Following are three views on the Millennium.28F  There are arguments and counterarguments for each view of the Millennium.29F

	B. The Postmillennial View: Christ will return to the earth after the Millennium.
	1. In this view, the millennium is an age of peace and righteousness on the earth, brought about by the progress of the gospel and the growth of the church.
	2. Christ is now reigning and ruling in heaven.
	3. The church is responsible for proclaiming that truth and seeing people come to faith in him.

	C. The Amillennial View: There will be no literal thousand-year bodily reign of Christ on earth prior to the final judgment and the eternal state.
	1. Amillennialists understand the 1,000 years as merely a non-literal way of saying “a long period of time.”
	2. On this view, scriptural references to the millennium in Revelation 20 actually describe the present church age.

	D. The Premillennial View: Christ will rule on earth for a literal 1,000 years.30F
	1. The Millennium is preceded by his Second Coming.
	2. The primary basis for a literal 1,000 years being that six times in Revelation 20:2-7 the Millennial Kingdom is specifically said to be 1,000 years in length.
	3. The argument against the non-literal view is that if God wished to communicate “a long period of time,” he could have easily done so without explicitly and repeatedly mentioning an exact time frame.

	E. What Will the Millennium Be Like?
	1. The Millennium will be a period of peace, joy, holiness, and glory such as never known before.
	2. There will be five major events during the Millennium.31F
	a) The removal of Satan for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:1-3).
	b) Jesus will reign on earth with the saints for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:4-6).
	c) The return of Satan at the end of the 1,000-year period (Rev. 20:7).
	d) The revolt of society when Satan returns (Rev. 20: 8-10).
	e) The great white throne judgment (Rev. 20:11-15).

	3. The Millennium will be a time of ideal conditions.


	VII. Resurrections in the Bible
	A. The resurrection of Jesus Christ
	1. See Matt 28:1-7; Mark 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-8; John 20:1-10; Acts 2:24; 3:15; 4:32; 10:40; 17:3; Romans 1:4; 4:25; 10:9; I Corinthians 15:4; Eph. 1:20; I Thessalonians 4:14, I Peter 3:18.
	2. The first resurrection was that of Jesus Christ. Even though others were raised from the dead before Christ, he was the first to rise from the grave with a body that was no longer subject to death (Rom. 6:9; Rev. 1:18).

	B. The resurrection of some saints at the time of Christ’s death.
	1. The bodies of many believers were resurrected at the time of Jesus’ resurrection, and they went into the holy city, Jerusalem, and appeared unto many people (Matt. 27:50-53).

	C. The resurrection at the Rapture of church believers who had died.
	1. At the Rapture, those believers who had died will be resurrected first, then those who are still alive will be resurrected (I Cor. 15:51-58; I Thess. 4:14-17).

	D. The resurrection of the two witnesses during the Tribulation Period.
	1. During the Tribulation God will send two witnesses to proclaim the gospel and perform miracles.
	2. After a period of time the “beast” will kill them and allow their bodies to remain unburied. After 3½ days God will resurrect them (Rev. 11:3-13).

	E. The resurrection of the Old Testament saints.32F
	1. Even in the Old Testament, the Jewish mind accepted the idea of a future resurrection (Isa. 26:19-21; Ezek. 37:12-14; Dan. 12:1-3).
	2. Scholars such as Charles C. Ryrie place this resurrection at the time of Christ’s Second Coming.33F

	F. The resurrection of the Tribulation saints.
	1. Premillennial bible scholars, such as John Walvoord, and Charles Ryrie place this resurrection at the Second Coming of Christ (Rev. 20:4-6).

	G. The resurrection of the wicked dead.
	1. The wicked dead are unbelievers who will stand before the Great White Throne to be condemned to the lake of fire forever (Rev. 20:11-15). This is called the second death (Rev. 20:6).


	VIII. What Future Judgments Will Take Place?
	A. The Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10)
	1. The meaning of judgment seat
	a) All believers will stand before the “Bema seat,” the judgment seat of Christ.
	b) In Greek times a bema was a raised, throne-like stone platform on which rulers or judges sat when making speeches (Acts 12:21) or hearing and deciding cases (Acts 18: 12-17).
	c) Bema seat: where the presiding officer sat.
	d) Only believers will stand in this judgment and will be held accountable for the deeds they accomplished. The outcome will be reward or deprivation of reward. Salvation is not in question (1 Cor. 3:15).
	e) Two different words translated “judgment seat” in the NT: “Criterion” (Jas. 2:6; 1 Cor. 6:2, 4) meaning the instrument or means of trying or judging anything; and “bēma” meaning a place where all contestants in Grecian games were rewarded, and wher...

	2. The time of the bema of Christ
	a) J. Dwight Pentecost provides several good arguments showing the event taking place immediately following the Rapture of the church.35F
	b) Charles Ryrie concurs with this timing.36F

	3. The place of the bema of Christ
	a) Since the bema follows the Rapture, it must take place in the heavenlies (1 Thess. 4:17; 2 Cor. 5:1-8).
	b) It will take place in the Lord’s presence.

	4. The Judge at the Bema of Christ
	a) The Judge will be Jesus Christ himself (2 Cor. 5:10).
	b) A part of the exaltation of Jesus Christ is the right to manifest divine authority in judgment.

	5. The subjects of the bema of Christ
	a) The bema of Christ is concerned only with believers.
	b) The first personal pronoun “we “occurs with too great a frequency in 2 Cor. 5:1-19 to miss this point.
	c) Pentecost further states that we will not be judged en masse, or in classes, but one by one in accordance with individual merit.37F
	d) All believers will be judged in heaven. All righteous acts—many of which will have been disregarded and some punished on earth—will be finally rewarded.

	6. The basis of the examination at the bema of Christ
	a) It is not to determine whether the one judged is a believer or not…the question of salvation is not being considered.
	b) Because of the atoning work of Christ on the cross all sins have been forgiven to those who have accepted Christ as their Savior. This judgment, therefore, is not about the believer’s sins.
	c) Pentecost points out that the purpose of the bema is to make a public manifestation, demonstration or revelation of the essential character and motives of the individual.38F
	d) The believer’s works are brought into judgment, called “the things done in the body” (2 Cor. 5:10), in order that it may be determined whether they are good or bad.
	e) Concerning the word “bad” (Gr. phaulos); Paul did not use the usual word for bad (kakos or ponēras), either of which would signify that which is ethically or morally evil.
	f) The Lord’s purpose here is not to chasten his child for his sins, but to reward his service for things done with the proper motives (1 Cor. 4:5).
	g) It must be emphasized that these are not works for salvation but works resulting from salvation (Eph. 2:10).
	h) The reward will be based on the individual’s inner character and motivation.
	i) Things done by the individual in his own strength, or for his own glory, will not be rewarded but will be considered as worthless (phaulos). This can also include deeds done with the wrong motives, or not done as an expression of God’s love, or don...

	7. The rewards of the bema of Christ
	a) The result of this judgment will be the gain or loss of eternal rewards—not punishment (1 Cor. 3:12-15; 2 Cor. 5:9-10; Rom. 14:10-12).
	b) These are sometimes depicted as crowns (James 1:12; Rev. 2:10; 1 Cor. 9:24-25; 1 Pet. 5:1-4; 2 Tim. 4:6-8; 1 Thess. 2:19).39F
	c) These represent positions of leadership and service for Christ in his kingdom (Matthew 25:21; Luke 19:17; Rev. 20:6).
	d) In the NT there are five areas in which specific mention is made of a crown reward.
	e) Crown of Life (Jas. 1:12; Rev. 2:10): Martyr’s crown for those who have persevered under trials and have been “faithful unto death”
	f) Crown of Glory (1 Pet. 5: 1, 4): “Shepherds of God’s flock,”…”elders” (overseers), those who felt called to care for a community of believers.
	g) Crown of Righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8): For those who long for the coming of Christ
	h) Crown of Rejoicing (1 Thess. 2:19): Probably all believers since Paul sees no contradiction in referring to both Christ and his friends as his hope and joy and crown in heaven.
	i) Crown of Victory (1 Cor. 9:25-27): An incorruptible crown given to those who discipline themselves to live a life consistent with their testimony
	j) Other rewards are mentioned in the NT.
	k) White robe (Rev. 3:5)
	l) Hidden manna (Rev. 2:17)
	m) White stone (Rev. 2:17)
	n) Seat of honor given to “overcomers” (Rev. 3:21). Overcomers are followers of Christ who successfully resist the power and temptation of the world’s system. An overcomer is not sinless, but holds fast to faith in Christ until the end. He does not tu...

	8. The significance of the bema of Christ
	a) Randy Alcorn reminds us that the Bible treats this judgment of believers with great sobriety. It’s not a meaningless formality, but a monumental event in which things of eternal consequence are instituted.40F
	b) It has a profoundly positive aspect of reward for earthly service, as well as the sobering aspect of loss of reward for unfaithful service. Jesus says to Christians, “I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to ...


	B. The Judgment of Nations (Matt. 25:31-46).
	1. Matthew 25:31-46 describes the event when Christ will judge the “nations” (Gr., ethnos) meaning all living Gentiles. The Gentiles are described as either sheep or goats.
	2. The “sheep”
	a) The sheep, metaphorically representing believers, are those Gentiles who fed and protected Christian Jews (“brothers of mine”) during the Tribulation.
	b) Christ identifies himself so strongly with his people that he refers to them as "I" in these verses.
	c) For this these Christian Gentiles inherit the kingdom.

	3. The “goats”
	a) The goats, representing the unsaved, are the followers of the Antichrist who worshipped him and participated in all his treacherous deeds during the Tribulation.
	b) They despised and persecuted the believing Jews, and for this Christ says they will go away into eternal punishment.


	C. Judgment of the Antichrist and False Prophet (Rev. 19:20).
	1. At the conclusion of the Battle at Armageddon, all enemies of Christ will be killed and the beast (Antichrist) and the False Prophet will be thrown into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20).
	2. The Antichrist and False Prophet will spend eternity in the lake of fire.

	D. The Final Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15).
	1. At the end of the thousand-year reign of Christ, God will sit upon The Great White Throne and judge every unsaved creature, both living and dead. The one on the throne is none other than God Almighty (Rev. 4:2-11), which must certainly refer to Jes...
	2. Death and Hades will be thrown into the lake of fire.
	3. The lake of fire is called the “second death” (Rev. 20:6, 14).


	IX. What Will Eternity be Like?
	A. Heaven will consist of a New Heaven, a New Earth, and a New Jerusalem (Rev. 21).
	B. A New Jerusalem will come down from God out of heaven (Revelation 21:1-27).
	1. It will come down out of heaven (Rev. 21:2) as the capital city of the new heaven and new earth.
	2. It is described as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband (Rev. 21:2).
	3. God will make his residence in the New Jerusalem and he will be its creator (Rev. 21:3)
	4. On the gates of the wall will be written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel (Rev. 21:12).
	5. The wall will have twelve foundations, and on them will be the names of the twelve apostles (Rev. 21:14).
	6. It will have a high wall made of jasper with twelve gates, three on each side, and twelve angels at the gates (Rev. 21:15, 21, 25).
	7. It will be equal in all three sides--a cube! (Rev. 21:16).
	8. The wall will be 216 feet (144 cubits) wide and each gate will be made of a single huge pearl (Rev. 21:17).
	9. It will be a cubic city made with pure gold (Rev. 21:18, 21).
	10. It will scintillate with brilliant colors as the glorious light of God shines in and through it (Rev. 21:19-21).
	11. The great street of the city will be pure gold (Rev. 21:21).
	12. It will be a home for saints of all ages. Abraham himself looked forward to living in this great city (Hebrews 11:10).
	13. It is also the dwelling place of thousands upon thousands of angels (Hebrews 12:22).
	14. Its splendor will be beyond full description (1 Cor. 2:9)
	15. God will wipe away every tear from their eyes” (21:4). This does not mean that we occasionally cry in heaven but rather, crying and sadness will be non-existent, as will be death, mourning, or pain.

	C. Heaven will consist of a New Heaven and New Earth.
	1. No more sea (Rev. 21:1). “Sea” is possibly John’s metaphor for something that is dangerous and changeable. It may also be a reference to the source of the beast in Revelation 13:1.41F
	2. There will be a crystal-clear river of water of life flowing out of the Throne of God and the Lamb (Rev. 22:1).
	3. A tree of life will bear twelve kinds of fruit, one for each month of the year (Rev. 22:2).
	4. No more death (Rev. 21:4).
	5. We will somehow see the face of God (Rev. 22:4).
	6. The name of God will be on the foreheads of those who serve him (Rev. 22:4).
	7. The light radiated by the glory of God the Father and the Son will be so intense and so permeating that there will be no need for the light of the sun or moon (Rev. 21:23; 22:5).
	8. There will be no night (Rev. 21:25).
	9. It will be a holy place (Rev. 21:27).
	10. It will include a permanent dwelling place for us in His Father’s home (John 14:1-3).
	11. People will not marry in heaven but will be like the angels (Mark 12:25).
	12. The assurance of Scripture is that someday we will no longer wonder where God is; we will be with Him—forever!
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