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I. INTRODUCTION  

Many treat eschatology as an area of theology to be avoided. Of course, 

Eschatology is not as crucial as Christology or soteriology, but that does not mean 

it is unimportant to a Biblical worldview. How we understand eschatology has an 

impact on how we should live our lives now and what we are to expect in God's 

unfolding plan of the ages. 

Evangelicals who hold to various positions about future major events all agree that 

Scripture is inerrant, and they have a commitment to believe whatever is taught 

by Scripture. Their differences concern the interpretation of various passages 

relating to these events, but their differences on these matters should be seen as 

matters of secondary importance, not as differences over primary doctrinal 

matters.1  

Though not all theologians agree on the exact sequence of the following future 

biblical events, all do agree that they are important to the believer in 

understanding God's plan of the ages: 

II. THE FUTURE TRIBULATION PERIOD 

A. The Tribulation Period is a future event lasting for seven years. 

1. The Tribulation will be a period of great hardship and suffering prior to the 

return of Christ (Matt. 24:21-22). 

2. Throughout Scripture, the Tribulation is referred to by other names such as: 



2 

 

• “The Day of the Lord” (Isaiah 2:12; 13:6, 9; Joel 1:15, 2:1, 11, 31, 3:14; 1 

Thessalonians 5:2) 

• "Trouble" or "tribulation" (Deuteronomy 4:30; Zephaniah 1:1) 

• "Great Tribulation" which refers to the most intense second half of the 

7-year period (Matthew 24:21) 

• "Time or day of trouble" (Daniel 12:1; Zephaniah 1:15) 

• "Time of Jacob's trouble" (Jeremiah 30:7) 

B. The Tribulation will be unlike any other time in history 

1. Two aspects of the Tribulation Period make it different from all other periods 

in history.  

• First, it will be worldwide (Rev. 3:10).  

• Second, it will be different because of the way people will act. As the 

judgments of the Tribulation unfold, some call on the mountains to fall 

on them in order to flee from God's wrath (Rev. 6:16). 

2. Charles Ryrie believes the period begins with the signing of a seven-year 

covenant between the leader of the Ten-Nation Federation and the 

Jewish people (Dan. 7:7-8; 9:27). It ends when Jesus Christ returns (Rev. 19).2 

C. The book of Revelation contains more about this period than any other book in 

the Bible.  

1. It not only contains more about this period, but most of the book itself 

addresses this period (Rev. 6—19), and with it the three series of seven 

judgments, culminating in the battle of Armageddon (Rev. 19):  

• The seven seal judgments (Rev. 6:1-17) 

• The seven trumpet judgments (Rev. 8:7—9:21; 11:15-19) 

• The seven bowl judgments (Rev. 16:2-21) 

2. Why is the Tribulation necessary?  

• First, the wickedness of man must be punished. It may seem that God 

is not doing anything about evil or that he is looking the other way 

about it, but someday his judgment will take place.  

• Second, though not all people acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord of 

lords and King of kings, someday they will (Rom. 14:11; Phil. 2:9-11). They 

can either do so voluntarily now by coming to Christ in faith and 

receiving salvation or later receiving only condemnation. 

III. THE FUTURE RAPTURE 

A. The rapture is the catching away of the church from earth to heaven (1 Thess. 

4:17) 
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1. While the word "rapture" does not occur in the Bible, its use in describing 

what takes place when the Lord Jesus returns is most appropriate.   

2. The word "rapture" is taken from a Latin word rapere which means to 

snatch out of the way, as one would snatch a person out of the way of an 

oncoming automobile.3  

3. It is based on the words "caught up" in I Thessalonians 4:17.  

4. The second coming of Christ can be viewed as one transcendent event 

which has two stages: 

• In the first stage He comes in the air to rapere dead and living 

believers.  

• In the second stage He returns to earth, with His believers at the end of 

the Tribulation Period.4 It is inappropriate for anyone to set a time or 

date when this will take place (Acts 1:7). 

B. When will the Rapture take place? 

Bible scholars are divided on precisely when the Rapture will occur. There are five 

views on this event: 

1. Post-Tribulation Rapture View: The church (believers) will be raptured after 

the seven-year Tribulation Period. Those holding this view base their 

position on the following: 

• Matthew 24:3-22. Christ's return here refers to the second coming after 

the seven-year Tribulation Period. The word "elect" refers to Church 

Period believers. 

• Revelation 7:3. The "144,000" symbolically represents Church Period 

believers. 

• Revelation 13:5-8. "Saints" (NIV) refers to Church Period believers. 

• There is no unique group called Tribulation Saints. 

2. Mid-Tribulation Rapture View: This view holds that the church (believers) will 

be raptured at the midpoint of the 7-year Tribulation Period. 

• Those holding this view take Matthew 24:15 and state that the 

abomination of desolation occurs at the midpoint of the 7-year 

Tribulation Period (Daniel 9:27). 

• Based on this, then Matthew 24:22 is probably referring to this point in 

time when the church is raptured. 

3. Partial Rapture View: This view holds that there will be a series of raptures.  

• Whenever a portion of believers are ready, they will be removed from 

the earth.5  

• It is contended that not all believers will be taken at the rapture but 

only those who are "watching and waiting" for that event, and have 

reached some degree of spiritual attainment that makes them worthy 
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to be included.6 

4. Pre-wrath Rapture View: The rapture takes place between the beginning 

of the Great Tribulation and the Day of the Lord.7 The Tribulation is divided 

into three stages found in the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24). 

• The beginning of sorrows (Matt. 24:8). 

• The Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21). 

• The Day of the Lord (Matt. 24:30-31). 

• The Rapture takes place between the Great Tribulation and the Day 

of the Lord, when the Lord releases his wrath. 

5. Pre-Tribulation Rapture View: This view holds that church (believers) will be 

raptured before the 7-year Tribulation Period. Many Bible scholars believe 

this is the most accurate view for the following reasons: 

• The word "church" (Grk. ekklesia) which had been used extensively in 

Revelation Chapters 2 and 3 is not to be found in Chapters 4 through 

19, suggesting that it has already been raptured at this point. 

• Since the entire Tribulation Period is a pouring out of God's wrath 

(Revelation 6:17), the Rapture must occur before this pouring out 

occurs. This principle is based on Genesis Chapters 19-22 where God 

removed His own before his wrath was unleashed. The angel could not 

begin to destroy Sodom until Lot was safely removed from the area. It 

is also depicted in Genesis Chapters 6-8 where Noah was removed 

before God destroyed all living creatures in the flood. 

• Some believe the term "the one who now holds it back" in II 

Thessalonians 2:7-8, is referring to the Holy Spirit, and the phrase "taken 

out of the way" is referring to his restraining of sin through the church. 

This then would occur when the church is raptured. 

IV. THE FUTURE SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST 

Unlike the Rapture where believers are caught up to meet the Lord in the air, Christ's 

second coming marks the time when he physically returns to earth and conquers 

all evil, including the Antichrist, the False Prophet, and Satan. This event takes place 

at the end of the battle of Armageddon (Rev. 19:11-18). 

A. The description given of Christ's second coming is in direct contrast to His first 

coming.  

1. Christ is seen as physically leaving heaven and coming to earth, the white 

horse being symbolic of his victory.  

2. It was customary for Roman generals after a conquest to parade on a 

white horse with their captive prisoners in the procession that followed.  

3. That Christ comes on a white horse indicates that it is time for his victory 
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and for judgment on the wicked world.8  

4. This is in contrast to His previous entry into Jerusalem on a donkey when his 

purpose was to die on the cross and not to conquer the wicked world.  

5. Now we see Christ in this passage, not that of a submissive lamb but of an 

omnipotent warrior.  

B. The "armies of heaven" include the saints who also share in Christ's victory as 

they too ride white horses, dressed in fine linen, white and clean. This is not due 

to their own deeds but because they have been made righteous in Christ Jesus 

(2 Cor. 5:21). 

C. Other passages that describe Christ's second coming are as follows: 

1. Acts 1:10-11 -- Christ will "touch down" at the Mount of Olives, the very 

place where He ascended into heaven after His resurrection. 

2. Zechariah 14:3-9 -- The Mount of Olives will split in an east-west direction 

when Christ returns. Waters will flow toward the Dead Sea, and toward the 

Mediterranean Sea. This chasm will create an escape route for the 

trapped Jews of Israel who are being pursued by the Antichrist and his 

armies. 

3. Matthew 24:26-31 -- The sun and the moon will be darkened and stars will 

fall from the sky. Heavenly bodies will be shaken. Christ's second coming 

will be seen by all the nations of the earth, and they will mourn because 

they know that they are about to be judged by Christ. 

D. The Battle of Armageddon 

1. At the end of the Tribulation, Jesus Christ and His army will confront the 

Anti-Christ, the False Prophet, and all their combined armies in the Valley 

of Megiddo for the greatest battle ever (Revelation 19:11-21).  

2. Mankind's final, and most devastating war, will take place in the Valley of 

Megiddo, also called the Valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:12-14). 

3. At the end of the Tribulation when Christ returns to the earth, Satan will be 

seized by a powerful angel who will bind him, and throw him into the Abyss 

(bottomless pit) for 1,000 years.  

4. During this time, Satan will not be able to deceive the nations as he once 

did (Revelation 20:1-3). 

V. THE FUTURE MILLENNIUM 

The word millennium refers to the period of 1,000 years recorded in Revelation 20:4-

5 as the time of the reign of Christ and believers over the earth (from Lat. 

millennium, "thousand years").9  
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Three primary views exist today concerning the Millennium.10 

A. The Postmillennial View: This is the view that Christ will return to the earth after 

the Millennium. In this view, the millennium is an age of peace and 

righteousness on the earth, brought about by the progress of the gospel and 

the growth of the church.  

B. The Amillennial View: This view states that there will be no literal thousand-year 

bodily reign of Christ on earth prior to the final judgment and the eternal state. 

On this view, scriptural references to the millennium in Revelation 20 actually 

describe the present church age. Amillennialists understand the 1,000 years as 

merely a figurative way of saying "a long period of time" taking an allegorical 

approach to interpreting this event. 

C. The Premillennial View: This view holds a more literal understanding of 

Revelation 20 and refers to a literal 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth. It is 

preceded by his 2nd Coming. The primary basis being that six times in Revelation 

20:2-7, the Millennial Kingdom is specifically said to be 1,000 years in length. The 

argument against the amillennial view is that if God wished to communicate 

"a long period of time," he could have easily done so without explicitly and 

repeatedly mentioning an exact time frame. This view can be subdivided into 

two categories: 

1. Historic Premillennialism (also called Classical and Nondispensational 

Premillennialism) where the return of Christ and the Rapture occur at the 

same time.11 

2. Dispensational Premillennialism: The Rapture and the return of Christ are 

separated by a seven-year Tribulation. 

VI. RESURRECTIONS IN THE BIBLE 

The Bible is clear about the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, all believers in Jesus 

Christ, and all others. All told, there are seven resurrections described in the Bible. 

A. The resurrection of Jesus Christ 

1. See Matt 28:1-7; Mark 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-8; John 20:1-10; Acts 2:24; 3:15; 4:32; 

10:40; 17:3; Romans 1:4; 4:25; 10:9; I Corinthians 15:4; Eph. 1:20; I 

Thessalonians 4:14, I Peter 3:18. 

2. The first complete resurrection was that of Jesus Christ. Even though others 

were raised from the dead before Christ, he was the first to rise from the 

grave with a body that was no longer subject to death (Rom. 6:9; Rev. 

1:18). 

B. The resurrection of some saints at the time of Christ's death. The bodies of many 

believers were resurrected at the time of Jesus' resurrection, and they went into 
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the holy city, Jerusalem, and appeared unto many people (Matt. 27:50-53). 

C. The resurrection at the Rapture of church believers who had died. At the 

Rapture, those believers who had died will be resurrected first, then those who 

are still alive will be resurrected (I Cor. 15:51-58; I Thess. 4:14-17). 

D. The resurrection of the two witnesses during the Tribulation Period. During the 

Tribulation God will send two witnesses to proclaim the gospel and perform 

miracles. After a period of time the "beast" will kill them and allow their bodies 

to remain unburied. After 3½ days God will resurrect them (Rev. 11:3-13). 

E. The future resurrection of the Old Testament saints.12  

1. Even in the Old Testament, the Jewish mind accepted the idea of a future 

resurrection (Isa. 26:19-21; Ezek. 37:12-14; Dan. 12:1-3).  

2. Scholars such as Charles C. Ryrie place this resurrection at the time of 

Christ's Second Coming.13 

F. The future resurrection of the Tribulation saints. Premillennial bible scholars, such 

as John Walvoord, and Charles Ryrie place this resurrection at the Second 

Coming of Christ (Rev. 20:4-6). 

G. The future resurrection of the wicked dead. The wicked dead are unbelievers 

who will stand before the Great White Throne to be condemned to the lake of 

fire forever (Rev. 20:11-15). This is called the second death (Rev. 20:6). 

VII.  FUTURE JUDGMENTS 

The Bible describes four major future judgments that will determine the eternal state 

of believers and unbelievers. Judgment in the Bible is referring to God carrying out 

his justice. 

A. The future Bema judgment 

1. Though not specifically stated, this judgment (2 Cor. 5:10) will probably 

take place immediately after the Rapture, and has to do with rewards 

given to believers for the things they have done as believers.14 It must be 

emphasized that these are not works done for achieving salvation but 

works resulting from salvation.  

2. Because of the atoning work of Christ on the cross all sins have been 

forgiven to those who have accepted Christ as their Savior. This judgment, 

therefore, is not about the believer's sins. The event takes place at the 

bema of Christ. In Greek times a bema was a raised, throne-like platform 

on which rulers or judges sat when making speeches (Acts 12:21) or 

hearing and deciding cases (Acts 18: 12-17).  

3. Only believers will stand in this judgment and will be held accountable for 
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the deeds they accomplished in relation to what they have been given. 

The outcome will be reward or deprivation of reward. Salvation is not in 

question (1 Cor. 3:15). 

B. The future judgment of nations 

1. Matthew 25:31-46 describes the event when Christ will judge the "nations" 

(Gr., ethne) meaning all living Gentiles. The Gentiles are described as 

either sheep or goats.  

2. The sheep, metaphorically representing believers, are those Gentiles who 

fed and protected Christian Jews ("brothers of mine") during the 

Tribulation. Christ identifies himself so strongly with his people that he refers 

to them as "I" in these verses. For this these Christian Gentiles inherit the 

kingdom. 

3. The goats, representing the unsaved, are the followers of the Antichrist who 

worshipped him and participated in all his treacherous deeds during the 

Tribulation. They despised and persecuted the believing Jews, and for this 

Christ says they will go away into eternal punishment. 

C. The future judgment of the Antichrist and False Prophet: At the conclusion of 

the Battle at Armageddon, all enemies of Christ will be killed and the beast 

(Antichrist) and the False Prophet will be thrown into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20). 

D. The future Great White Throne (Final) Judgment: At the end of the Millennium 

God will sit upon The Great White Throne and judge every unsaved creature, 

both living and dead (Rev. 20:11-15) 

VIII.  WHAT WILL HEAVEN BE LIKE?  

A. Can we really know what Heaven will be like? Randy Alcorn comments, 

"The Bible tells us God has prepared a place, for those who 

belong to him, which is beyond human imagination. Should this 

prevent believers from trying to imagine heaven? Too often 

we've been taught that Heaven is a non-physical realm, which 

cannot have real gardens, cities, kingdoms, buildings, banquets, 

or bodies. So we fail to take seriously what Scripture tells us about 

Heaven as a familiar, physical, tangible place."15 

1. Some have incorrectly assumed that we cannot know what heaven will 

be like because 1 Corinthians 2:9 says, "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 

no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him."  

2. However, in the following verse it continues, "…but God has revealed it to 

us by his Spirit." The context makes it clear that this revelation is God's Word 

(v. 13), which tells us what God has prepared for us.  
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3. God says he has revealed to us through his Spirit. This means that God has 

explained to us what Heaven is like—not exhaustively, but accurately.16  

B. Fourteen things the Bible says about heaven:  

1. Heaven is only for those who have been born-again (John 3:3).17 

2. Heaven's beauty and wonder will be beyond our imagination (1 Cor. 2:9). 

3. Heaven will be filled with singing (Rev. 5:13). 

4. A Holy City, Jerusalem, will come down out of heaven (Rev. 21:10, 16). 

5. The gates of heaven will never be closed (Rev. 21:25a). 

6. There will be no night in heaven (Rev. 21:25b; 22:5). 

7.  Nothing impure will ever enter it--only those whose names are written in 

the Lamb's book of life. (Rev. 21:27). 

8. Heaven will have a river of life flowing from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb—it will flow down the middle of the great street of the city (Rev. 

22:1). 

9. On each side of the river the tree of life will stand, bearing twelve crops of 

fruit, yielding its fruit every month (Rev. 22:2). 

10. The leaves of the tree will be for the healing18 of the nations (Rev. 22:2b). 

11. We will see God's face, and his name will be on our foreheads (Rev. 22:4). 

12. All things in heaven and on earth will be together under one head, Jesus 

Christ (Eph. 1:10). 

13. In eternity we will be made perfect and complete—we will no longer need 

the spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 13:10). 

14. No longer will there be any curse (Rev. 22:3). 

C. The Bottom Line: These 14 things are revealed to "unfasten" you from this present 

life of sin and struggle…and fix your focus on your eternal home in heaven with 

God. 

IX. GOD'S FUTURE NEW HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH 

A. God's first heaven 

1. Heaven now is a real place of departed spirits, the place of bliss in God's 

presence where believers go when they die (Geisler 294). 

2. The first heaven (Rev. 21:1) also called by some theologians as the 

"intermediate heaven," is the place Christians go when they die.19  

3. The first heaven is temporary and will eventually be replaced by the new 

heaven (2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1). 
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4. Heaven is also occupied by angels. 

5. Since those who die will not have resurrected bodies until Jesus Christ 

returns, they will be in what some call an intermediate state—bodies which 

are incomplete and in an unnatural state.20  

6. Scripture does not reveal much information about the believer's 

intermediate state, probably because the hope of the believer is not 

centered upon a temporary intermediate state.21  

7. However, Scriptures give several clues that believers may have some form 

of a physical body in the intermediate state between death and Christ's 

return (Rev. 6:9-11; Luke 9:28-36; 16:19-31) (Alcorn 65-67). 

8. There are strong indications in the Bible that children and severely mentally 

handicapped people will also be in heaven (2 Sam. 12:23; Psa. 23:6).22  

9. In the first heaven believers will be joyfully in the presence of Jesus Christ 

but they will be looking forward to his return to earth, their bodily 

resurrection (Phil. 3:20-21), and the permanent relocation to the new 

heaven and the new earth.23  

B. God's first earth 

1. When God created the first earth he said it was "good," (H. tob) meaning 

pleasant, agreeable, pure and clean24 (Gen. 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). 

2. But the first (present) earth became cursed when man disobeyed God 

and sinned (Gen. 3:17).25  For more about this see, "Why Does God Allow 

Evil & Suffering" (www.TaylorNotes.Info). 

3. But God, in his grace, revealed his plan to defeat Satan and offer salvation 

to the world through his Son, Jesus Christ (Gen. 3:15; Rom. 16:20; 1 John 

3:8).26 

4. The first earth, as does all creation, now awaits renewal in eager 

expectation, Romans 8:19-23. (Alcorn 119ff). 

C. God's new future earth 

1. At first glance, the present earth and the entire universe appear to be 

utterly destroyed (e.g. pass away), and the New Earth and new universe 

will be made from scratch (Psa. 102:25-26; Luke 21:33; 2 Pet. 3:10; Rev. 

21:1).27  

2. However, in contrast, there are passages that speak of the earth remaining 

forever (Eccl. 1:4; Psa. 78:69). Randy Alcorn states that the Hebrew word 

translated "forever" in these passages is used in ways that don't mean 

(completely destroyed) forever (e.g. Deut. 15:17). Alcorn states that the 

earth as it is now will not remain forever."28  

3. Other prominent Bible scholars concur with Alcorn's view that the first earth 

and the entire universe will not be completely destroyed but will be 
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renewed. 

• Wayne Grudem, in his discussion of 2 Pet. 3:10, which speaks of 

everything" in the earth being "laid bare," suggests that Peter was not 

speaking of the earth as a planet but rather the surface things on 

earth.29  

• Anthony Hoekema argues that if God had to completely destroy his 

original creation, Satan would have won a great victory.30 

• John Piper argues that God did not create matter to throw it away. He 

believes that when the Bible speaks of "passing away" (Rev. 21:1 and 2 

Pet. 3:10) it means their present condition passes away.31 

D. God's new future heaven 

1. God said that he would make everything new (Rev. 21:5). This includes a 

New Jerusalem, a New Earth, and a New Heaven (Rev. 21:1). 

2. Scripturally, this takes place after the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 

20:11-15). 

3. Our eternity in heaven will be unimaginably wonderful, beyond our fullest 

comprehension.  

4. Norman Geisler describes five more characteristics of heaven as follows:32  

• It will be a place of perfect bodies--glorification (Phil. 3:21; 1 John 3:2). 

• It will be a place of everlasting service (Rev. 22:3). 

• It will be a place of abundant life (John 10:10; 1 Tim. 4:8; Rev. 22:1-2). 

• It will be a place of grand reunion (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 

• It will be a place of indescribable glory (Rom. 8:18). 

E. God's new future Jerusalem City  

1. A Holy City, Jerusalem, will come down out of heaven. It will be a 1,400-

mile cubic city (Rev. 21:10, 16).  

• Notice the size and shape of this city…a perfect cube. About 1,400 

miles wide, long, high. 

• Why will this city be a perfect cube? Possibly to remind us of the Holy 

of Holies (1 Kings 6:20), the place where God met man in the 

Tabernacle and provided forgiveness of his sins. 

• Possibly also to remind us of the Trinity.  

2. The gates of the city will never be closed (Rev. 21:25a) 

• Why are there gates and walls in heaven since they were designed to 

keep people out, especially enemies? There will be no enemies to 

keep out in heaven, but they may be reminders to us that God is our 

peace and security (Psa. 122:7). 

• Ancient cities shut their gates at night for security purposes. However, 
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since there will be no night there, and since all evil will have been 

eradicated, these gates will stay open constantly.33  

• The open gates may also represent the unimpeded access we have 

into God's presence (Rev. 22:14).  

3. Based on Hebrews 11:16, Randy Alcorn speculates the New Jerusalem 

being already in the present intermediate Heaven. When God fashions the 

New Earth he will relocate the entire city, Heaven's capital city, the New 

Jerusalem from heaven to the New Earth.34  

4. It will be a place of beauty beyond our present framework of 

understanding (Rev.21:2-24; 22:1-2). 

5. Notice twelve things about the New Jerusalem City (Rev. 22:1-5) 

• The river of the water of life will flow down the middle of the great street 

• The crystal clear river will flow from the throne of God and the Lamb 

(Jesus) 

• The tree of life will be on each side of the river. 

• It will bear twelve crops of fruit each month 

• Its leaves will be for the healing of the nations 

• No longer will there be any curse.  

• The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city,  

• His servants will serve him. 

• They (those who serve God) will see his face, and his name will be on 

their foreheads. 

• There will be no more night.  

• They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord 

God will give them light.  

• And they will reign for ever and ever. 

X. LIVING IN YOUR FUTURE ETERNAL HOME 

A. Will life in the new heaven be boring? 

1. Some have said, "I’d rather be having a good time in Hell than be bored 

in Heaven.” Unfortunately, this comment is based on a false view of both 

Heaven and Hell. 

2. Read what King David wrote: 

 “You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with 

joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.” 

Psalm 16:11 

3. The misconception that heaven will be boring may stem from the false 

assumption that sin is exciting and righteous living is boring. The fact is that 
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sin’s emptiness inevitably leads to boredom. 

4. Another reason why some people assume heaven will be boring is 

because their Christian lives are boring. 

5. If we envision ourselves being happy for a few days or a week, it may be 

because we are unable to grasp the fact that millions of years, and more, 

of happiness are possible. 

6. Since we have always lived under the Curse, we cannot fully comprehend 

life without living under the Curse. 

B. What will our resurrected bodies be like in heaven? Notice what the following 

verses tell us about our resurrected body?35  

Scripture Description 

1 John 3:2 It will be like Christ’s body 

Rev. 21:4 It will not die or experience pain 

1 Cor. 15:42 It will not be perishable (Grk. aphtharsia, meaning 

incorruptible; everlasting; morally upright) 

1Cor. 15:43 It will be raised in power 

1 Cor. 15:44 It will be a spiritual body36 

Rom. 8:18; 1 Cor. 15:43 There will be a glory revealed in us 

Rev. 21:4; 22:2 It will never get sick or have pain 

2 Cor. 5:1 It will last forever 

XI. CONCLUSIONS 

As we examine the Bible for relevant information about eternity, we find that it 

emphasizes not things but a personal relationship with God. God's word is almost 

totally built around this relationship with Him. Instead of finding scriptures that 

describe the physical beauty of heaven, we find the beauty of an intimate 

fellowship with God which reveals: 

A. His unconditional love (John 3:16; Romans 8:38-39). 

B. How he always satisfies our true needs (Philippians 4:19). 

C. How wonderful his plans are for us (Jeremiah 29:11). 

D. How we can turn to him at any time for help (John 10:7, 8). 

E. Our complete dependency on Him (Psalm 55:22; I Peter 5:7). 



14 

 

 

Scripture gives us only the barest glimpses of what heaven will be like. But one 

feature that we know for sure is that God will be there, and we will never be 

separated from Him again! REJOICE! 
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