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How to Live Faithfully While Waiting for Christ 

A. INTRODUCTION — WHY THIS LETTER STILL MATTERS 

What does a healthy Christian life look like when the culture around you is hostile, confusing, 
or indifferent to your faith? The book of 1 Thessalonians answers that question. Written to a 
young church facing pressure, opposition, and uncertainty about the future, this letter shows 
us how believers can remain strong, joyful, morally grounded, and hopeful while waiting 
for Jesus to return. In just five short chapters, Paul paints a powerful picture of a church that 
is alive with faith, energized by love, and anchored by hope — and invites us to live the same 
way today. 

B. THE SITUATION BEHIND THE LETTER 

Paul, Silas, and Timothy had planted the church in Thessalonica during a brief but fruitful 
ministry (Acts 17). Many people turned to Christ, but this new faith quickly brought social 
conflict, persecution, and confusion. 

After Paul was forced to leave the city, he worried about the believers: 

• Were they holding on to their faith? 
• Were they being discouraged or misled? 
• Did they understand what it meant to wait for Christ’s return? 

Timothy later brought encouraging news: the Thessalonians were standing firm, growing in 
love, and remaining faithful — but they still needed guidance, reassurance, and 
encouragement. So Paul wrote this letter to affirm them, strengthen them, and gently 
shape their ongoing growth. 

C. WHY PAUL WROTE 1 THESSALONIANS 

Paul’s purposes include: 
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• To encourage believers who were suffering for their faith 
• To affirm that their faith was real and visible to others 
• To correct misunderstandings about the return of Christ 
• To urge continued growth in holiness, love, and responsibility 
• To strengthen their hope in Christ’s promised return 

This is not a letter of rebuke — it is a letter of pastoral encouragement and joyful 
instruction. 

D. MAIN SUBJECTS 

• Chapter 1 — A Model Church (Faith) 
• Chapter 2 — Faithful Ministry (Faith) 
• Chapter 3 — Encouraged Under Pressure (Love) 
• Chapter 4 — Living to Please God (Love) 
• Chapter 5 — Ready and Faithful (Hope) 

E. WHAT THIS BOOK IS REALLY ABOUT 

1 Thessalonians is about how to live faithfully now in light of what is coming later. 
It shows us: 

• A Christian life that is active, not passive 
• A faith that is visible, not hidden 
• A hope that is comforting, not frightening 
• A community that is loving, not isolated 
• A future that is certain, not confusing 

The return of Christ is not meant to make believers speculative or fearful — it is meant to 
make them alert, joyful, holy, and encouraging. 

F. BY READING THIS BOOK, YOU GAIN… 

• A picture of a healthy church in a difficult environment 

• Confidence that suffering is not failure but often evidence of genuine faith 

• A clearer understanding of Christ’s return and how it should affect daily living 

• Practical guidance for Christian character, relationships, and perseverance 

• Reassurance that God is in control, even when circumstances are not easy 
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