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Lesson 6: God, Please Bless My Plans 

James writes, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this 
or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and 
make money."  How many times have you made plans 
like this without asking for God’s will, or perhaps you 
made plans and then asked God to bless them? 

It was the custom of ancient times to trade from city 
to city, carrying their goods on the backs of camels. The Jews made a practice of 
trading in Tyre, Sidon, Caesarea, Crete, Ephesus, Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth, 
Rome, and more. It is the planning involved with this kind of business life that James 
is describing. 

THE BIG QUESTION 

James reprimands his fellow Jews for making plans to go to different cities to carry 
on business and make money. So, was he saying that it is wrong to make plans?  
Should Christians never make plans but simply let life happen? 

JAMES 4:13-16 

“Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a 
year there, carry on business and make money."  14 Why, you do not even know what 
will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while 
and then vanishes.  15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live 
and do this or that."  16 As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil.  James 
4:13-16 (NIV)1 

 
1 Scripture quotations taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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BACKGROUND 

New cities were being developed in Europe and North Africa at the time when 
James wrote his letter.2 Numerous opportunities to gain wealth were abundant, and 
many Jews, living outside Palestine, had enviable special talents as merchant 
businessmen.  

Lucrative inducements were given to entice 
them to become citizens of their newly 
established metropolitan centers, and in 
the process many Jews became very 
wealthy and influential people. James now 
writes to those scattered Christian Jews 
who were enjoying this new-found wealth 
and describes the proper attitude toward 

one’s treasures, warning them about arrogantly planning their lives apart from 
seeking God’s will. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION  

1. What is the core message of James 4:13-16, and how does it challenge the way 
we plan for the future? 

2. Why does James warn against saying, "Today or tomorrow we will go into such 
and such a town..." (v.13)? 

 
2 These cities included Rome (450,000), Seleucia on the Tigris (420,000), Alexandria, Egypt (250,000) 
and Antioch in Turkey (150,000).  “Top 10 Cities of the Year 100” 
<http://geography.about.com/library/weekly/aa011201b.htm>. Accessed August 19, 2013. 
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3. In verse 14, James says, "You do not know what tomorrow will bring." How can 
this awareness impact our daily decisions and attitudes? 

4. James 4:14 compares life to "a mist that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes." How does this imagery influence your view of the temporary nature 
of life? 

5. What does it mean to say, "If the Lord wills" in verse 15? How does this phrase 
reflect a proper attitude toward God's control and our plans? 

6. James 4:16 says, "As it is, you boast in your arrogance." How can planning 
without acknowledging God lead to arrogance? 

7. In practical terms, how can we apply the teaching of this passage to our 
everyday lives and future plans? 

APPLICATION: SIX WAYS TO MAKE PLANS THE RIGHT WAY 

1. Acknowledge God's _______________________: Before making any plans, 
recognize that God is in control. Approach planning with humility, understanding 
that life is uncertain and that your plans should align with God's will. 
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2. Pray for ____________________: Seek God's wisdom and direction when 
making decisions about the future. Include prayer as a key step in your planning 
process to ensure that your goals reflect His purpose for your life. 

3. Hold plans _____________________: Be flexible and open to changes, 
knowing that circumstances can shift. James reminds us that life is like a mist—
brief and unpredictable. Trust God to guide you, even if your plans don’t unfold 
as expected. 

4. Include "_______________________________" in your thinking: Cultivate 
the habit of saying, "If the Lord wills," as an expression of your reliance on God’s 
control over the future. This phrase is more than just words; it’s an attitude of 
heart that submits to God’s will. 

5. Avoid ___________________________________: Don’t plan with an attitude 
of self-sufficiency or overconfidence. Acknowledge that you don’t know what 
tomorrow holds, and refrain from boasting about future success without 
considering God's role. 

6. Focus on what has __________________________________: Instead of 
making plans solely for personal gain or temporary achievements, prioritize 
plans that have eternal significance, such as serving others, growing in your faith, 
and advancing God’s kingdom. 

Planning these ways will encourage humility, dependence on God, and a mindset 
that values God's purposes above personal ambition. 
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