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A.What Is the Prosperity Gospel and Why Is It Controversial?

The prosperity gospel, also called the “health and wealth gospel” or “word of
faith” teaching, is a movement within some Christian circles that teaches God
rewards faith with financial success, physical well-being, and favorable
circumstances. This teaching has gained popularity through certain high-profile

pastors and televangelists, especially in Western and globalized contexts.
However, it has also sparked significant debate in the church worldwide. As we explore its key
teachings, you are invited to examine Scripture for yourself and determine whether the prosperity
gospel truly aligns with the message of Jesus and the Bible as a whole.

B. Key Teachings of the Prosperity Gospel:

o God always wills health, wealth, and success for His children.
According to prosperity teaching, sickness, poverty, or struggle are signs of weak faith or
unclaimed promises.

o Faith is a force that activates blessings.
Believers are taught to “speak” or “declare” blessings into existence through positive
confession.

e Giving (especially to certain ministries) guarantees material reward.
Prosperity preachers often promote the idea of "sowing a seed" of money to reap a
multiplied harvest of blessings.

e Jesus' death and resurrection not only brought spiritual salvation but also earthly
prosperity.
This view emphasizes immediate rewards rather than eternal hope.
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C. Why Is It Controversial?

Biblical Tension: Critics argue that the prosperity gospel misuses Scripture and neglects
passages that speak about suffering, sacrifice, and contentment.

Misrepresentation of God’s Character: Some say it portrays God as a cosmic vending
machine rather than a holy, sovereign Father.

Harm to the Vulnerable: The promise of guaranteed health and wealth can lead to guilt,

shame, or financial ruin when results don’t come as promised.

Focus Shift: Instead of glorifying God and growing in Christlikeness, the focus often
becomes personal gain and comfort.

D. Discussion: Is the Prosperity Gospel Biblical?

Consider the following Scriptures and ask yourself:

Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT) — “Don’t store up treasures here on earth... Wherever your
treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.”

» What does Jesus say about earthly treasure and our priorities?

Philippians 4:11-13 (NLT) — “...I have learned how to be content with whatever | have...
For | can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.”

» Does contentment depend on material abundance?

2 Corinthians 8:9 (NLT) — “You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor...”

» What kind of riches did Jesus give up, and for what purpose?

1 Timothy 6:6=10 (NLT) — “Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth... For
the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.”

» What does Paul warn about the desire to be rich?

Hebrews 11:35-38 (NLT) — Describes faithful people who “were too good for this world”
yet suffered and lacked earthly comforts.

» Does faith always lead to comfort and success@

Conclusion

The prosperity gospel raises serious theological questions. As students of the Word, consider the

whole counsel of Scripture. Does the teaching that faith guarantees material success match the lives

of Jesus, Paul, and other faithful believers? Or does the gospel call us to something deeper—trust,

sacrifice, and eternal reward over temporal gain? What is your perspective on this?.
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