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I. BACKGROUND 

• According to the Joseph narrative in the Book of Genesis, the sons of Jacob 

(Israel) who were living in Hebron, experienced a severe famine that lasted 

seven years.  

• Since word was that Egypt was the only kingdom able to supply food, the 

sons of Jacob (Israel) journeyed there to buy goods.  

• In the second year of famine, Joseph, invited the sons of Israel to live in 

Egyptian territory.  

• Approximately 430 years later, Moses was called to lead the Israelites out of 

Egypt, from Goshen to Succoth, the first waypoint of the Exodus.  

• They pitched at 41 locations crossing the Nile Delta, to the last station being 

the plains of Moab.  
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II. ISRAEL IN EGYPT 

• The Land of Goshen 

• Goshen was a fruitful land (Gen. 47:27) 

• Isolated from Egyptians who hated shepherds (Gen. 46:34) 

• No intermarriage with Egyptians 

• No religious involvement with Egyptians 

• No Egyptian enculturation 

• Egyptians enslaved Hebrews (Gen. 15:13) 

III. THE CREATION OF A NATION 

• God promised Abram (Abraham) that he would make him into a great 

nation (Gen. 12:1-2).  

• While in Egypt, Israel’s descendants grew from 70 people (Genesis 46:27) to 

a nation of 600,000 men, besides women and children (Exodus 12:37).  

• Based on this, it is estimated that the total number of Israelites at the 

beginning of the Exodus was close to 2 million.  

• Israelites become a great nation (Abrahamic Covenant). 

IV. MOSES: THREE PERIODS OF HIS LIFE 

Period 1: Forty years in Egypt 

• Pharaoh, worried that there are too many Hebrews, has the Hebrew 

newborns killed. 

• Moses is put in a basket by his mother and drifted down the Nile to avoid 

being killed. 

• An Egyptian princess finds him and raises Moses as one of her own children. 

• Moses was considered an Egyptian prince; however, he eventually realized 

his true identity. 

• He kills an Egyptian taskmaster for harming a Hebrew slave. 

• He runs for his life and ends up in Midian…to the far East of Egypt 

70          

(Jacob’s family) 
430       

years in Egypt 

~2 million 

(Exodus) 
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Period 2: Forty years in the land of Midian  

• Marries Zipporah, one of the seven daughters of Jethro, a Kenite shepherd 

who was a priest of Midian 

• Kenites were possibly descendants of Cain… a nomadic tribe.  

• Not much is known about Kenites…probably Semites. 

• Moses tends Jethro’s sheep for 40 years in the Midian desert. 

• He returns to Egypt and challenges Pharaoh to free the Israelites 

Period 3: Forty years in the wilderness (after the Exodus) 

V. EXODUS AND WILDERNESS WANDERING 

1) City of Rameses: Israel begins the Exodus at the city of Rameses 

2) God leads with a cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night. God is with them! 

3) Israel passes through the Red (Reed) Sea. Specific crossing unknown—there 

may have been a series of lakes connecting to the Red Sea in those days. 

4) God sends manna and quail to feed Israel. God meets their needs. 

5) Ten Commandments were given at Mount Sinai (Horeb), spending a year 

there. 

6) The Tabernacle is constructed. 
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7) Kadesh-Barnea: Moses sends spies into the promised land; Israel rebelled; 

Israel remained here for many years. Moses was prevented from entering the 

Promised Land because he struck the rock, instead of speaking to it as God 

instructed him to do (Numbers 20:11-12). 

8) Israel spends years in the eastern wilderness careful to avoid conflict with 

those living in Edom and Moab. 

9) Moses views the Promised Land and delivers his last three sermons (Deut. 

Chapters 1—32). 

10) Joshua leads Israel into the Promised Land 40 years (Numbers 14:33-34) after 

Kadesh Barnea. Joshua and Caleb were the only ones in the original Exodus to 

make it to the Promised Land (Deut. 1:36-38). 

The Six Purposes of the Mosaic Covenant 

• Purpose #1: To reveal what sin is (Romans. 7:7).  

• Purpose #2: To reveal God’s holy character to the nation of Israel (Leviticus 

19:2; 20:7–8). 

• Purpose #3: To provide forgiveness of sin through sacrifices and offerings 

(Leviticus 1—7). 

• Purpose #4: To set apart the nation of Israel as distinct from all the other 

nations (Exodus 19:5). 

• Purpose #5: To provide a way of worship for Israel through the yearly feasts 

(Leviticus 23). 

• Purpose #6: To provide God’s direction for Israel’s physical and spiritual 

health (Exodus 21—23; Deuteronomy 6:4–19; Psalm 119:97–104). 
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