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Rex Rouis reminds us that “faith must be followed 

with actions that are consistent with what is 

believed. Faith is the noun form and believe is 

the verb form of the same Greek word. Faith is 

the ability to believe, but that ability must be 

used and acted upon for faith to come alive 

and work.  

Believing is the action side of faith – believing is 

‘acting in faith.’ Just having faith is not enough. 

Having the ability to believe is not enough. One 

must act on that ability by acting consistent with what is believed. James tells us 

that faith without corresponding actions is lifeless and dead.” 

A. THE BIG QUESTION 

James states that faith without works is dead (James 2:14-26), yet Paul states that 

we are saved by faith alone and not by works (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). So, who 

is correct, James or Paul? 

B. JAMES 2:14-26 

Faith without works (2:14-17) 

"What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no 

deeds? Can such faith save them?  15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes 

and daily food.  16 If one of you says to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and well 

fed," but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?  17 In the same 

way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead."  (Jas. 2:14-17 NIV) 

Response of a critic (2:18-20) 

"But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without 

deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.  19 You believe that there is one 

God. Good! Even the demons believe that-- and shudder.  20 You foolish person, 

do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?"  (Jas. 2:18-20 NIV) 

Examples of Abraham and Rahab (2:21-26) 

"Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he 

offered his son Isaac on the altar?  22 You see that his faith and his actions were 
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working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.  23 And the 

scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him 

as righteousness," and he was called God's friend.  24 You see that a person is 

considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.  25 In the same way, 

was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she 

gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?  26 As the body 

without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead."  (Jas. 2:21-26 NIV) 

C. KEY WORDS 

1. Faith (Gk. pistis) means belief, trust, confidence. It is believing something in the 

absence of proof (Heb. 11:1). True faith is believing that God is who he says he 

is, and will do what he said he will do. 

2. Deeds/works (Gk. ergon) means to be active, work, operate, do. 

D. GROUP DISCUSSIONS 

1. James 2:14 says, “…if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds can 

such faith save them?” Is James implying that it takes a certain amount of 

deeds (works) in order to become saved (and to stay saved)? Explain your 

answer. 

2. What do you suppose James means by “deeds”? If someone does good 

deeds does that mean they are saved? 

3. How did Abraham’s faith and actions work together (2:22)?  

4. What did James mean by “his faith was made complete by what he did” 

(2:22)? 
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E. SUMMARY/APPLICATION 

1. James states that an __________________ living faith will express itself through 

_______________________________________.  

2. Paul reinforces this by stating that we are not saved __________ works, we are 

saved ____________ good works (Eph. 2:8-10). 

3. Good works: 

✓ Spring from _________________________________ 

✓ Express God’s ______________________________ 

✓ Are done __________________________________ 

✓ Bring _______________________________________ 
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