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Beginnings

A. INTRODUCTION — WHY THIS BOOK STILL MATTERS

Where did we come from? Why is the world both beautiful and broken? And what is God
doing aboutit? The book of Genesis answers these foundational questions. Genesis lays the
groundwork for everything else in the Bible by revealing who God is, who we are, why the
world is the way it is, and how God began His plan to redeem it.

Genesis shows us that God is the Creator, humanity is His image-bearer, sin is the cause of
the world’s brokenness, and grace is God’s response. Without Genesis, the rest of the Bible
makes little sense. With Genesis, we begin to understand God’s purposes for creation,
humanity, and redemption.

B. THE SITUATION BEHIND THE BOOK

Genesis was written to the people of Israel after they had been delivered from slavery in
Egypt and were preparing to enter the Promised Land. They needed to know who their God
was, where they came from, and why they were called to live differently from the surrounding
nations.

Genesis provided Israel with their spiritual history — not merely as a nation, but as part of
God’s plan for all humanity. It explained their origins, their identity, and their calling. In a
world filled with pagan origin stories and false gods, Genesis declared that there is one true
Creator who is sovereign, good, and faithful to His promises.

C. WHY Moses WROTE GENESIS

Moses wrote Genesis to establish the foundation of Israel’s faith and to reveal God’s plan
for the world.

His purposes include:

e Toreveal God asthe Creator of all things
e To explain the origin of sin, suffering, and death
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e Toshow God’s covenant promises and faithfulness
e Totrace the line through which God would bring redemption
e Toformlsrael’s identity as God’s chosen people

Genesis is not merely a book of beginnings — it is the beginning of God’s rescue story.

D. MAIN SUBJECTS

Genesis unfolds in two major parts:

¢ Chapters 1-11 — The Primeval History: Creation, the Fall, the Flood, and the
dispersion of nations

e Chapters 12-50 — The Patriarchal History: God’s covenant with Abraham and the
stories of Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph

Key themes include creation, sin, judgment, grace, covenant, promise, faith, blessing, and
God’s sovereign guidance through human history.

E. WHATTHIS BookK Is REALLY ABOUT

Genesis is not mainly about science, ancient history, or human heroes. Itis about God and
His relationship with His creation.

It shows us:
¢ A Godwho creates with purpose, not accident
¢ Ahumanity made in God’s image, not by chance
¢ Afallthat explains the world’s brokenness
e Agrace that pursues sinners rather than abandoning them
e Aplanofredemption that begins long before Christ appears

Genesis teaches us that from the very beginning, God has been working to restore what sin
has broken.

F. BY READING THIS BOOK, YOU GAIN

e Aclear understanding of God as Creator and Sustainer

¢ Insightinto the origin of sin, suffering, and death

¢ Afoundation for understanding the rest of the Bible

e Confidence in God’s faithfulness to His promises

e Adeeper appreciation for God’s grace and patience with humanity
e Astronger sense of identity as part of God’s redemptive story
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