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Part 2: The Tribulation Period

Introduction: The Tribulation period is one of the most discussed and debated events in
eschatology (end times). It refers to a time of great suffering and judgment described in the
Bible, primarily in the books of Daniel and Revelation. Understanding this period and its main
characters is crucial for a comprehensive study of end-times prophecy.

DEFINITION & PURPOSE OF THE TRIBULATION

Definition

The Tribulation Period is a future 7-year time of intense judgment, distress, and divine
intervention on the earth. It is prophesied in the books of Daniel (Daniel 9:24-27) and
Revelation (Chapters 6-19) and refers to the final period before the Second Coming of
Christ.

Biblical Terms
e “Thetime of Jacob’s trouble” - Jeremiah 30:7’
e “The day of the Lord” —Isaiah 13:6; Joel 2:31
o “GreatTribulation” — Matthew 24:21
Purpose
1. To judge a rebellious world - Revelation 6-18
2. To bring Israel to repentance and salvation - Zechariah 12:10; Romans 11:25-26

3. To defeat evil and usher in Christ’s Kingdom — Revelation 19-20

"Time of Jacob’s trouble. Some Bible scholars see this as referring to the last 3.5 years of the Tribulation.




MAIN CHARACTERS IN THE TRIBULATION

Character

Role

Scripture Reference

The Antichrist

A deceptive world ruler who opposes God
and leads rebellion

Daniel 7:8, 2 Thess. 2:3-
4, Rev. 13

The False Religious leader who promotes the .
o Revelation 13:11-18
Prophet Antichrist
Satan The power behind the Antichrist Revelation 12:9-17
The 144,000 Jewish evangelists sealed by God Revelation 7:1-8
The Two Prophets who preach in Jerusalem for 3.5 .
. Revelation 11:3-12
Witnesses years
Tribulation Those who come to faith in Christ during .
. . . Revelation 7:9-17
Saints the Tribulation
The Woman ) L .
Represents Israel in prophetic vision Revelation 12:1-6
(Israel)

Jesus Christ

Judge, Redeemer, and returning King

Revelation 19:11-16

MAIN EVENTS OF THE TRIBULATION

Beginning

¢ Rapture of the Church (pre-trib view) — 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

o Antichrist makes covenant with Israel — Daniel 9:27

« Seals opened (Rev. 6): war, famine, pestilence, death

e 144,000 sealed —Rev. 7

¢ Trumpet judgments — Rev. 8-9




Midpoint (3.5 Years In)

e Abomination of Desolation - Daniel 9:27, Matt. 24:15

e Antichrist breaks covenant - Rev. 13

e Satan castto earth—-Rev. 12

o Two witnesses killed and resurrected —Rev. 11
Second Half: The Great Tribulation

¢ Mark of the Beast (666) enforced —Rev. 13:16-18

e Seven BowlJudgments - Rev. 16

¢ Mystery Babylon destroyed — Rev. 17-18

¢ Armageddon - nations gather to fight - Rev. 16:16
Climax

e Jesusreturns - Second Coming - Rev. 19:11-16

e Antichrist & False Prophet judged - Rev. 19:20

¢ Satan bound 1,000 years — Rev. 20:1-3

¢ Millennial Kingdom begins — Rev. 20:4-6

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why is the Tribulation necessary if God is loving? (See Rev. 6-18; 2 Pet. 3:9; Rom. 11)

2. What is the role of Israel during the Tribulation? (See Dan. 9:27; Zech. 12:10; Rev. 12)




3. Will people be saved during the Tribulation? (See Rev. 7:9-14)

4. What implications does this study have for our lives today? (See 2 Pet. 3:10-14; Matt.
28:19-20; Titus 2:13)
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