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FAITH IN ACTION 
PART 1: I CAN ONLY WAIT THIS LONG! 

Mike Taylor                                                                                                                                www.TaylorNotes  

S. Michael Houdmann writes,” When 

everything is going our way, patience is 

easy to demonstrate. The true test of 

patience comes when our rights are 

violated—when another car cuts us off in 

traffic; when we are treated unfairly; when 

our coworker derides our faith, again. 

Some people think they have a right to get 

upset in the face of irritations and trials. 

Impatience seems like a holy anger. The 

Bible, however, praises patience as a fruit 

of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22) which should be produced for all followers of Christ (1 

Thessalonians 5:14). Patience reveals our faith in God’s timing, omnipotence, and 

love.” 

A. THE BIG QUESTION  

Ninety-six percent of Americans will knowingly consume 

extremely hot food or drink that burns their mouth; 63 percent 

do so frequently. More than half hang up the phone after 

being on hold one minute or less. Seventy-one percent 

frequently exceed the speed limit to get to their destination 

faster. Americans will binge-watch an average of seven TV 

episodes in a single sitting (Cision PR Newswire). 

Why do we in America tend to be very impatient people? 

B. JAMES 5:7-11   

"Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer 

waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and 

spring rains.  8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is 

near.  9 Don't grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be 

judged. The Judge is standing at the door!  10 Brothers and sisters, as an example 

of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 

the Lord.  11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You 

have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought 

about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy."  (Jas. 5:7-11 NIV) 



C. GROUP DISCUSSIONS 

1. On a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being the most patient) how would you rate your general 

ability to be patient?  

2. What situations tend you make you the most impatient? 

3. In what ways do patience and faith relate to each other? 

D. SIX REASONS WHY WAITING IS GOOD 

1. Waiting can get you in __________________________________________. 

Lamen. 3:25-26 “The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one 

who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.” 

John 11:5-6 “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when he heard 

that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.” 

2. Waiting can bring you a sense of __________________________________. 

Micah 7:7 “But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my 

Savior; my God will hear me.” 

3. Waiting can shift your focus _______________________________________. 

Ps. 46:10 "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth." 

4. Waiting can bring you ____________________________________________. 

Ps. 40:1-3 “I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. 

He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a 

rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a 

hymn of praise to our God. 

5. Waiting can _____________________________________________________. 

Ps. 23:1-3a “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. He makes me lie 

down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. 

“Don’t place a limit on how long you will wait.  

6. Waiting can bring you relief _______________________ the situation is resolved. 

Isa. 26:3 “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because 

he trusts in you.” 


