
ROMANS 
I. PART 4: HERE COMES THE JUDGE 

Romans 2:1-16                                                         Mike Taylor   www.TaylorNotes.Info 

 

In Romans 1, Paul pointed out the sin of the most notoriously 

guilty. He now speaks to those who are generally moral in their 

conduct, but assumes they are congratulating themselves that 

they are not like the people described in Romans 1. Paul makes 

it clear that God will judge those who judge others with a self-

righteous attitude. 

A. MAIN IDEA: GOD WILL JUDGE SELF-RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE! 

B. Romans 2:1-16 

• Principle No. 1: God’s judgment is unavoidable (2:1-4) 

In Romans 1:18 Paul explains how God’s wrath is against all the godlessness and 

wickedness of people. Now he turns from the third person (they, them) to the second 

person (you). Paul is now speaking to those who are thinking, “I’m glad I’m not one of 

those” (wicked people who suppress the truth about God). 

William Barclay explains that Paul is addressing the Jews (albeit this clearly is 

applicable to any "religious" person who might look down on the godless pagans of 

Romans 1). The connection of thought is this. In the foregoing passage Paul had 

painted a grim and terrible picture of the heathen world, a world which was under 

the condemnation of God. With every word of that condemnation the Jew 

thoroughly agreed. But he never for a moment dreamed that he was under a like 

condemnation. He thought that he occupied a privileged position. God might be the 

judge of the heathen, but he was the special protector of the Jews. Here Paul is 

pointing out forcibly to the Jew that he is just as much a sinner as the Gentile is and 

that when he is condemning the Gentile, he is condemning himself.1  

• Principle No. 2: God’s judgment is unbiased (2:5-11) 

(2:5): “Stubborn” (G. sclerosis, as in hardening of the arteries). They will be judged 

because of their spiritual hardness, their refusal to repent (see v. 2:4, “lead you to 

repentance”). 

(2:7-10): Paul describes the deeds of two distinct groups: the redeemed (vv. 7, 10) and 
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the unredeemed (vv. 8, 9). The deeds of the redeemed are not the basis of their 

salvation, but evidence of it. They are not perfect and are prone to sin, but there is 

undeniable evidence of righteousness in their lives. 

(2:9): “The Jew first”: Because the Jews were given the first opportunity to hear and 

respond to the gospel (1:16), they will be first to receive God’s judgment if they refuse.  

• Principal No. 3: God’s Judgment is universal (2:12-16) 

 (2:12); The Gentiles who never had the opportunity to know God’s moral law (Exod. 

20:1ff) will be judged on their disobedience in relationship to their limited knowledge 

(God’s general revelation seen in his creation). The Jews and many Gentiles who had 

access to God’s moral law will be accountable for their greater knowledge. 

(2:14): Without knowing the written Law of God, people in pagan society generally 

value and attempt to practice its most basic tenets. For example, the instinctive sense 

of right and wrong that produces guilt when violated. Paul urges believers not to 

violate their own consciences or cause others to do so. 

C. QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. In what ways are people being misjudged in the following examples: 

James 2:1-4 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Luke 18:10-14 _________________________________________________________________________ 

Luke 7:33-34 __________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What aspects of other people might we misjudge? 

 

 

D. APPLICATION: THREE REASONS WHY WE ARE NOT TO JUDGE OTHERS 

1. Judging others puts ourselves in God’s place. 

2. We often do not have sufficient knowledge of other people’s personal lives and 

experiences. 

3. Our own imperfections make us unfit to judge fairly. 

 


