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A. LESSON GOALS 

 To explore why we often trust God for a short period of time, but like setting an egg timer 

we tend to lose patience after a while, often taking matters into our own hands. 

 To examine the life of Joseph and others who waited long periods of time without hearing 

God’s voice, yet their faith remained strong. 

B. SELF TEST 
 YES NO 

I am very patient   

I can be patient if it doesn’t take too long   

This self-test is too long   

I need to work on being more patient   

C. SCRIPTURES 

"But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and 

to save your lives by a great deliverance.  "So then, it was not you who sent 

me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire 

household and ruler of all Egypt."  (Gen. 45:7-8 NIV) 

"You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what 

is now being done, the saving of many lives." (Gen. 50:20 NIV) 



D.   QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 Why is it that Americans in general tend to be impatient? 

 What circumstances tend to make you impatient? 

 What does it mean to “wait for the Lord” as in Psalm 27:14? 

 How can being impatient hurt us spiritually? 

 What was it about Joseph that enabled him to wait patiently for God? (See Genesis 45:7-8; 

50:20). 

E. SIX REASONS WHY GOD MAKES US WAIT 

 Waiting can get me in ___________________________________________________________. 

John 11:5-6 “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, 

he stayed where he was two more days.” 

 Waiting can bring me a sense of ________________________________________________. 

Micah 7:7 “But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear 

me.” 

 Waiting can shift my focus from _____________________________________. 

Ps. 46:10 "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 

earth." 

 Waiting can bring me ___________________________. 

Ps. 40:1-3 “I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the 

slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He 

put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. 

 Waiting can _________________________________.  

Ps. 23:1-3a “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.”  

 Waiting can bring relief ____________________________ the situation is resolved. 

Isa. 26:3 “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.” 

 
God has set his times. It is not for us to know them. Indeed, we cannot know them. We must 

wait for them. 


