Mike Taylor

PART 6: WITH ALL BOLDNESS

ACTS 4:1-31
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MAIN IDEA

Luke records a heated showdown between the religious establishment and Peter
and John concerning their Christ-centered preaching.

(4:1-4)

PETER AND JOHN: INTERRUPTED BY THE RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT

(Acts 4:1-4 NIV) "The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up
to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because
the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 2 They
seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. * But
many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five

thousand."

A. Following the spectacular healing of the lame man in Jerusalem, Peter
made a bold evangelistic appeal that called his listeners to repent and
believe in the risen Jesus (3:11-36).

1. Captain of guard: chief of the temple police responsible for
maintaining law and order.

2. Sadducees: Religious leaders who rejected the idea of miracles or the
resurrection of the dead.
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a) Priests, from wealthy families
b) Confrolled the temple hierarchy and most of the priesthood
c) Believed only the written scriptures, not oral law
d) No life after death...sad you see
3. Putinjail: it was too late to convene a council.

4. Despite the opposition coming against the gospel, the number of
Christians kept increasing, growing fo 5,000 from 3,000 (not counting
women and children) at last count (Acts 2:41).

5. Opposition did not slow the church down at all.
B. The priests, the captain of the temple guard, and the Sadducees "were
annoyed" (4:2).
C. The apostles were not preaching rules, they were preaching resurrection.

1. These religious leaders were probably emphasizing the keeping of the
oral laws and its rules (fence laws).

2. Oral laws were man-made rules intended to keep one from breaking
the Mosaic laws. They became a heavy "yoke" on people.

Il. PETER AND JOHN: BOLD BEFORE THE RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT
(4:5-12)

(Acts 4:5-12 NIV) "The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in
Jerusalem. ® Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others
of the high priest's family. " They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question
them: "By what power or what name did you do this?" & Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people! ° If we are being called to account today for an
act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, ° then
know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. !
Jesus is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.' *? Salvation is
found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we
must be saved.""

A. The next day Peter and John are brought before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish
leadership, to face questioning for their resurrection preaching.

1. Elders: probably clan leaders.
2. Teachers of the law: scribes.

a) Scribes were professional interpreters of the Mosaic Law ("Jewish
Lawyers").

b) They rejected Jesus' interpretation of the Mosaic Law.

B. They ask, "By what power or in what name have you done thise (4:7).

1. In their thinking, the powerresided in thename, because
the name represented the character of the person.




2. This suggests that these religious leaders saw their power base being
eroded as so many people believed the gospel message about Jesus.
C. Peter shows no fear (4:10-12).
1. He was now indwelt by the Holy Spirit (Pentecost).
2. But now he is supernaturally filled to enable him to do God's will (Luke
21:12-15).
3. Inresponse to "in what name have you done this2" Peter answers, "It is

by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom
God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed."

D. In his answer, Peter declares the death and resurrection of Jesus to be the
fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy (4:11; cf: Psalm 118:22).

1. (Ps. 118:22 NIV) '"The stone, the builders, rejected has become the
cornerstone.”

2. This "cornerstone" is not referring to the temple building but to the new
spirifual temple, the believers in Christ.
E. Ultimately, Peter boldly tells them that their plan did not work.

F. Application: Consider some takeaways today from their response:
1. Be bold because the resurrection is true.
2. Be bold out of love for your neighbor.
3. Remember the exclusivity of the gospel.
a) There is no other way to God than through Jesus (Acts 4:12).

b) To say there is another way (especially by works) is disrespectful to
Jesus.

lll. THE RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT: PARALYZED BEFORE PETER AND
JOHN (4:13-18)

(Acts 4:13-18 NIV) "3 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with
Jesus. * But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there
was nothing they could say. ® So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then
conferred together. 6 "What are we going to do with these men?" they asked. "Everyone living
in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop
this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer
to anyone in this name." 8 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak
or teach at all in the name of Jesus."

A. It particularly confounded the religious leaders that these common
fishermen are the ones speaking so boldly about scripture (4:13).

1. Galileans had a reputation for being uneducated and backward.
2. But they had been educated about the scriptures from Jesus himself.

B. God can effectively use anyone, even the uneducated, who will listen and
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follow Jesus, and by studying what Jesus said in the Scriptures.

C. When the religious leaders conclude that the boldness of Peter and John
resulted from their being with Jesus, and they see that a crippled man has
indeed been miraculously healed, they are dumbfounded (4:14).

D. In taking this approach, these leaders act out of fear for their own futures
rather than out of fear of God.

1. Sanhedrin: 71 members, including the high priest, "supreme court" of
Judaism.

2. Without their power base of rule-keeping they would become
obsolete.

IV. PETER AND JOHN: BOLD BEFORE THREATS (4:19-22)

(Acts 4:19-22 NIV) "1° But Peter and John replied, "Which is right in God's eyes: to listen to
you, or to him? You be the judges! 2° As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have
seen and heard.” 2! After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish
them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. ? For the man who
was miraculously healed was over forty years old."

A. Peter and John reply boldly to the demand of the Sanhedrin (4:19-20).

B. Importantly, while Christians are called to obey rulers and authorities on
earth (Rom. 13:1-17), they aren't fo do so in ways that contradict God's
Word or violate their consciences.

C. In view of the obvious healing miracle and now the rejoicing public, the
leaders were still in a bind (4:21-22).
1. The healed lame man was there before them.

2. They had no case against Peter and John, and they knew it.

V. THE CHURCH: BOLD IN RESPONSE (4:23-30)

(Acts 4:23-30 NIV) " 2% On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and
reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 2* When they heard this, they
raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the
heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 2° You spoke by the Holy Spirit
through the mouth of your servant, our father David: "*Why do the nations rage and the peoples
plot in vain? 2 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and
against his anointed one. ' 2" Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles
and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you
anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 2 Now,
Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.

! In the Contemporary Standard Version (CSB) the term Sovereign Lord is rendered “Master” meaning

owner, lord, especially as the ruler over a household. They recognized that the religious leaders of
Israel were not their masters.




%0 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy
servant Jesus.""

A. Aftertheir hearing, Peter and Johnreturn to their companions and tell them
what franspired.
B. Inresponse to Peter and John's report they respond in prayer.
1. Itisrooted in God's atfributes (4:24-30).

a) In the Contemporary Standard Version (CSB) the term Sovereign
Lord is rendered “Master” meaning owner, lord, especially as the
ruler over a household.

b) The believers recognized Jesus as their Master, not the religious
leaders of Israel.

c) Creator of the heavens and earth.
d) Godis able to heal the lame (through the name of Jesus).
2. Itisrooted in the Scriptures (4;25-28).

a) They saw the fulfilment of the prophetic statement “Why do the
heathen rage” (Psa. 2:1 KJV).

3. Itis for mission (spreading the gospel) above comfort (4:29-30).

a) To speak the gospel with great boldness in spite of threats.

VI. CONCLUSION (4:31)

(Acts 4:31 NIV) "3 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly."

A. After the church prays, God awesomely answers (4:31).
1. They were filled with the Holy Spirit.
2. They spoke the word of God boldly.
B. We live in a world where our brothers, who live only hours away from us by

plane, are being killed for their faith in Jesus. In just the last year*, there have
been:

1. Over 340 million Christians living in places where they experience high
levels of persecution and discrimination

2. 4,761 Christians killed for their faith

3. 4,488 churches and other Christian buildings attacked

4. 4,277 believers detained without ftrial, arrested, sentenced or
imprisoned

C. Consider the power within us:

"If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, then he who
raised Christ from the dead will also bring your mortal bodies to life through
his Spirit who lives in you (Rom. 8:11)




VIl. THREE WAYS TO APPLY THIS LESSON

A. Look for opportunities to share the gospel with three of your unsaved
friends.

B. When the time comes rely on the Holy Spirit within you to give you boldness
in sharing the gospel.

C. Continue to pray for these three friends that they will open their hearts to
the gospel.




