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Part 6: The Five Judgments of the Future

The Bible teaches that God will judge the world in righteousness (Acts 17:31). Several
distinct future judgments are revealed in Scripture, each with a different group of people,
purpose, and outcome. Understanding these judgments helps believers live with clarity and
hope and share the urgency of the gospel.

1. THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST (BEMA SEAT)

Scripture: Romans 14:10-12; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15; 2 Corinthians
5:10

Description and Definition

e The Judgment Seat of Christ, also called the Bema Seat, is where
Jesus evaluates the works of believers—not to determine salvation,
but to assess faithfulness and reward them.

Who is Being Judged?
e Church-age believers (those saved between Pentecost and the Rapture).

Why Are They Being Judged?
¢ To evaluate their faithfulness, motives, and service for Christ, not their sins (which were
judged at the cross).

When Does the Judgment Take Place?
o After the Rapture of the Church and before the Second Coming (during the Tribulation
period on earth).

Results of the Judgment
¢ Rewards (crowns, commendation, position in the Kingdom).
e Loss of rewards, but not of salvation (1 Cor. 3:15).
¢ Believers will be made ready as Christ’s bride (Rev. 19:7-8).
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2. THE JUDGMENT OF ISRAEL

e Scripture: Ezekiel 20:33-38; Zechariah 13:8-9; Romans 11:26

Description and Definition
e This judgment purifies Israel during the Tribulation and separates believing Jews from
unbelievers before the Millennial Kingdom.
Who is Being Judged?
¢ TheJewish people alive at the end of the Tribulation.
Why Are They Being Judged?
e To purge rebels, bring repentance, and prepare a believing remnant for the Kingdom.

When Does the Judgment Take Place?
¢ Immediately after the Tribulation, before the start of Christ’s 1,000-year reign.

Results of the Judgment
¢ Rebels are purged and not allowed into the Kingdom.
e Believing remnantis saved and enters the Millennial Kingdom (Rom. 11:26).

3. THE JUDGMENT OF THE GENTILE NATIONS (SHEEP AND GOATS
JUDGMENT)

Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46

Description and Definition
e Jesus judges the Gentile nations based on their treatment of “His brethren” (likely the
Jewish people or believers during the Tribulation).

Who is Being Judged?
o Gentiles who survive the Tribulation.

Why Are They Being Judged?
e To determine who supported or rejected God’s people, especially during the
Tribulation. Their actions reflect their heart response to Christ.

When Does the Judgment Take Place?
¢ Atthe Second Coming of Christ, at the start of the Millennial Kingdom.

Results of the Judgment
¢ Sheep (righteous) enter the Kingdom.
e Goats (unrighteous) are cast into everlasting punishment (hell).




4. THE JUDGMENT OF SATAN AND FALLEN ANGELS

Scripture: Revelation 20:1-3, 10; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6

Description and Definition
e God will ultimately judge Satan and the rebellious angels for their role in corrupting
creation and opposing Him.

Who is Being Judged?
e Satan (the devil)
¢ Fallen angels/demons

Why Are They Being Judged?
e Fortheirrebellion, deception, and destruction of humanity.

When Does the Judgment Take Place?
¢ Fallen angels: Judgment is reserved (Jude 6); final execution is after the Millennium.
e Satan: Castinto the abyss at the Second Coming, and then into the lake of fire after the
Millennium (Rev. 20:10).

Results of the Judgment
e Eternal punishmentin the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:10).
¢ No redemption—complete separation from God forever.

5. THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT

e Scripture: Revelation 20:11-15

Description and Definition
e This is the final judgment for all the unsaved of all ages. They are judged according to
their works and cast into the lake of fire.

Who is Being Judged?
¢ Allunbelievers, whose names are not written in the Book of Life.

Why Are They Being Judged?
¢ To confirm their guilt, their rejection of God’s offer of salvation, and to determine
degrees of punishment based on their works.

When Does the Judgment Take Place?
o After the Millennial Kingdom, before the creation of the new heaven and new earth.

Results of the Judgment
¢ All are castinto the lake of fire (the second death).
e Eternal separation from God.




¢ No appeals, no salvation, final and irreversible.
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LIFE APPLICATION & REFLECTION QUESTIONS

¢ Areyouready fortheJudgment Seat of Christ? How are you investing your life for eternal
reward?

¢ Whatdoesthe future judgment of nations tellyou about God’s concern for how we treat
others?

¢ Why isitimportant to understand that salvation is by grace through faith—not works?

¢ How does the reality of the Great White Throne Judgment affect your urgency in
evangelism?

¢ In what ways can a believer live with both confidence and reverence in light of coming
judgment?

WHERE TO GET MORE INFORMATION

¢ “Things to Come” by J. Dwight Pentecost

¢ “Systematic Theology” by Wayne Grudem

¢ “The Moody Handbook of Theology” by Paul Enns

¢ “Charting the End Times” by Tim LaHaye & Thomas Ice
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